
Contributor(s)  
List the names and school affiliations of all contributors to this classroom activity 
 

Leslie– Dunwoody High School Technology and Computer Science 
 

Standards  
Each activity should meet a Georgia Studies standard and Common Core State Standard. Separate the standards by commas. 
Example: SS8H4, ELACCRI1, L6-8RH1 
 

SS8H1-12, L6-8RH9, ELACC8R19, ELACC8SL4, ELACC8SL5. 
 

Time Needed to Complete Activity:  Two class periods. 

   

Overview 
Provide a few sentence preview of the activity.  
 

Students will create a PowerPoint presentation that lists the different internet resources one could use 
when researching a historical topic.  
 

Materials Needed 
Give a list of all materials needed for the activity included access to internet, charts, graphs, worksheets, etc… 
  

Access to a computer, the internet, and PowerPoint 
Library of Congress website:  http://www.loc.gov/index.html  
 

Procedures  
Provide a more specific description or list of student/teacher procedures  
 

Teacher Task: 
 
In advance, reserve the school’s computer lab as the students will be spending at least one day 
researching sources on the internet.  Create a list of historical topics and assign each one to a different 
student.  Possible topics include John C. Fremont, The Battle of Chickamauga, James Oglethorpe, the 
Cotton Gin, Boll Weevil, etc.  Encourage them to first research secondary sources on their topic as this 
will give them some background knowledge.  (If it comes up, allow them to read the Wikipedia site on 
their topic if there is one, but do not allow them to cite information on their PowerPoint from it.  Instead 
encourage them to use the sources cited on the Wikipedia page.  Sources are listed at the bottom of the 
page in endnote style. ) Students should find at least three primary sources, and three CREDIBLE 
secondary sources.  
 

http://www.loc.gov/index.html


 
Student Task: 
 
Students will choose a topic from the list and search for primary and secondary sources using the Library 
of Congress and other reliable websites.  They should compile a list of different resources they find on 
their topic that describe it AND show why the topic is significant.  They will add the sources to 
PowerPoint slides. 
 
How they organize the sources and slides is up to them.  They can do it categorically: for the Battle of 
Chickamauga they can have one slide about the lead up to the battle, one for the generals who fought, 
one for casualty rates and descriptions etc. Or they could have one slide describing the contents of the 
primary sources they found and another slide that describes the secondary sources.  
 
The following day, students will present their findings to the class using the PowerPoint they created. 
Presentations only need to last a few minutes each.  

 


