
Contributor(s)  
List the names and school affiliations of all contributors to this classroom activity 
 

Becky -Martha Puckett Middle 
Joannie -Camden Middle School 

Standards  
Each activity should meet a Georgia Studies standard and Common Core State Standard. Separate the standards by commas. 
Example: SS8H4, ELACCRI1, L6-8RH1 
 

SS8H7a, L6-8RH2, L6-8RH6, L6-8RH8, ELACC8RI6, ELACC8RI8.  
 

Time Needed to Complete Activity   One class Period. 
     

Overview 
Provide a few sentence preview of the activity.  
 

Students will read the article ““Phagan Trial Will Be Great Legal Battle” and decipher the writer’s point 
of view and any biases he has. 
 

Materials Needed 
Give a list of all materials needed for the activity included access to internet, charts, graphs, worksheets, etc… 
 

A collection of newspapers articles on the Leo Frank Case from the Georgia Historical Society (Scroll 
down to “Phagam Trial Will Be Great Legal Battle”: 
http://georgiahistorytps.wordpress.com/set-2-civil-war-reconstruction-and-the-new-south/ss8h7-
political-social-and-economic-changes-in-georgia-between-1877-1918/  
 

Video segements on the Leo Frank Trail: 
http://www.todayingeorgiahistory.org/content/leo-frank-trial  
http://www.todayingeorgiahistory.org/content/leo-frank-lynching 
 

Procedures  
Provide a more specific description or list of student/teacher procedures  

 
Teacher Task: 
 
Before presenting the assignment, give students backgorund information on the Leo Frank Trial and 
show them the video clips. Afterwards, pass around copies of the article “Phagam Trial Will Be Great 
Legal Battle” for the students to read. Put them in groups and have the students read silently to 

http://georgiahistorytps.wordpress.com/set-2-civil-war-reconstruction-and-the-new-south/ss8h7-political-social-and-economic-changes-in-georgia-between-1877-1918/
http://georgiahistorytps.wordpress.com/set-2-civil-war-reconstruction-and-the-new-south/ss8h7-political-social-and-economic-changes-in-georgia-between-1877-1918/
http://www.todayingeorgiahistory.org/content/leo-frank-trial
http://www.todayingeorgiahistory.org/content/leo-frank-lynching


themselves. Encourage them to highlight and/or make note of any phrases that include the writer’s 
personal biases or points of view on the trial.  
 
As a group, have the students discuss their findings with each other and write them down. Plan on 
circling around to each group and asking them questions to help dissect biases in the article.  
 
As a class, go over the students’ findings. Discuss the effects of point of view and biases.  Ask “how can a 
person’s biases affect the way WE view a person or event years later?” Also ask them: how can we study 
biases? Do they reveal how people at the time thought? Or just how an individual thought? Or perhaps 
both?  

o Perhaps relate this to a contemporary discussion people are having about a controversial topic 
in the news (gun control for instance). When people in the future read articles written in 2013 
about gun control, will the biases in those articles be a reflection of the way people thought in 
2013? Is it bad idea to learn the history or someone or something by reading and analyzing 
something biased? 

 


