
 
 

Contributor(s)  
List the names and school affiliations of all contributors to this classroom activity 
 

Vatrice – Albany Middle School  
Amanda – Albany Middle School  
Kimberly – Albany Middle School  
 

Standards  
Each activity should meet a Georgia Studies standard and Common Core State Standard. Separate the standards by commas. 
Example: SS8H4, ELACCRI1, L6-8RH1 
 

SS8H8, L6-8RH7. 
 

Time Needed to Complete Activity  One to two or more class periods.  
   

Overview 
Provide a few sentence preview of the activity.  
 

Students will use a KWL chart to help them analyze different medias on the Boll Weevil in order to 
understand the significance of the insect.  
 

Materials Needed 
Give a list of all materials needed for the activity included access to internet, charts, graphs, worksheets, etc… 
  

KWL Chart: 
http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/pdf/kwl.pdf 
 
Library of Congress Analysis Tool “Photos and Print”: 
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Analyzing_Photographs_and_Prints.pdf 
 
Boll Weevil Images: 
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/fsa2000001562/PP/ 
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/fsa2000001561/PP/ 
 
Song, “Boll Weevil” by Irvin Lowry 

http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/pdf/kwl.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Analyzing_Photographs_and_Prints.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/fsa2000001562/PP/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/fsa2000001561/PP/


http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/h?ammem/lomaxbib:@field%28DOCID+@lit%28l2672a2%29%29 
 
Supplemental Background Material on the Boll Weevil: 
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-2088&sug=y  
 
 

Procedures  
Provide a more specific description or list of student/teacher procedures  

 
Teacher Task: 
 
Using a KUD Chart (http://www.luc.edu/ccse/pdfs/KUD_Chart.pdf ) organize what the students should 
learn from this lesson. Use this chart as a personal guide.  
 
Identify facts or vocabulary words from the song lyrics and encycolpedia article. Some starting examples 
could be: 

o Boll Weevil (what is it specifically) 
o “Yield losses associated with the boll weevil reduced cotton acreage from a historical high of 5.2 

million acres during 1914 to 2.6 million acres in 1923”. 
o Eradication 

 
Deicde what students should understand about the boll weevil. Perhaps focus on the boll weevil’s 
economc impact on the cotton belt - what happens econimically when you lose half your agerage of 
cotton? Does that economic loss affact other aspects of society?  
  
First pass out KWL Charts to each student and have them fill out the columns “What I know” and “What 
I want to know”. Perhaps you will want to collect these so you can read over the “what I want to know “ 
column and see what students would actually like to learn about this topic. Obviously not everyone can 
be appeased, but if you see a little consensus make a note of it and try to work it into the next day’s 
lesson plan.  
 
On the next day, as a class, first have students analyze the images of the farm boy and boll weevil.  Use 
the LoC website on “Photps and “Print” to help ask questions and analyze the images.  
 
Next have students listen to the song “Boll Weevil” and analyze the lyrics as a class. Fit the song lyrics 
and images into the greater discussion of the boll weevil.  
 
Between these two activities, there might be time leftover to touch upon subjects that students put in 
their “What I want to know” column that maybe were not covered in the general discussion. 
 
Afterwards, hand the KWL charts back to students and have them finish filling out their charts with 
“What they learned”. 

 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/h?ammem/lomaxbib:@field%28DOCID+@lit%28l2672a2%29%29
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-2088&sug=y
http://www.luc.edu/ccse/pdfs/KUD_Chart.pdf
http://www.luc.edu/ccse/pdfs/KUD_Chart.pdf

