
Contributor(s)  
List the names and school affiliations of all contributors to this classroom activity 
 

Young – Albany Middle School  
 

Standards  
Each activity should meet a Georgia Studies standard and Common Core State Standard. Separate the standards by commas. 
Example: SS8H4, ELACCRI1, L6-8RH1 
 

SS8H11, L6-8RH2, L6-8RH6, L6-8RH8, ELACC8RI6, ELACC8RI7, ELACC8RI9.  
 

Time Needed to Complete Activity:  One class period. 

   

Overview 
Provide a few sentence preview of the activity.  
 

Students will point out biases used in different types of media during the Civil Rights movement. More 
specifically, they will compare and contrast the underlying messages conveyed in a political cartoon 
versus a contemporary TV news clip from the protests in Albany, GA.  
 

Materials Needed 
Give a list of all materials needed for the activity included access to internet, charts, graphs, worksheets, etc… 
 

Albany Movement background: 
http://crdl.usg.edu/events/albany_movement/  
 
Albany Movement Political Cartoon: 
http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/cgi/bald?query=id:am-1229&Welcome&Welcome  
 
WSB-TV news clip of African American student protesters singing as they are arrested by police, 1962, 
http://crdl.usg.edu/cgi/crdl?query=id%3Augabma_wsbn_36237&_cc=1  
 

Procedures  
Provide a more specific description or list of student/teacher procedures  

 

Teacher Task: 
 
In advance, students should be given background knowledge of the Albany Civil Rights movement and 
what made it unique. Also discuss media as a source – why it is important, why it is considered a primary 
source, and what it reveals about contemporary society. 

http://crdl.usg.edu/events/albany_movement/
http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/cgi/bald?query=id:am-1229&Welcome&Welcome
http://crdl.usg.edu/cgi/crdl?query=id%3Augabma_wsbn_36237&_cc=1


 
Afterwards students will watch the film clip in class, taking notes on any hints of bias and what that bias 
leans toward. Try to have a class discussion on their findings when the clip is finished so that each 
student has a base of information to work from. 
 
Hand out copies of the selected political cartoon. Have the students look over the cartoon for biases and 
encourage them to discuss their findings with neighboring peers. Make sure they write down their ideas. 
 
As a class, compare and contrast the biases from the news clip and the cartoons, perhaps using a very 
large venn diagram. Summarize the findings. Ask a crtitcal-thinking question such as: how can we use 
media as a source, even though we know they contain biases? Is using biased media helpful when 
researching an event or person? Do all medias have a certain bias?  

 


