
Contributor(s)  
List the names and school affiliations of all contributors to this classroom activity 
 
Richard - Alexander High School 
Carol  – Georgia College 
Patty  – Sutton Middle School 
 

Standards  
Each activity should meet a Georgia Studies standard and Common Core State Standard. Separate the standards by commas. 
Example: SS8H4, ELACCRI1, L6-8RH1 
 
CGSS1-3, SS8H4, L6-8RH3, L6-8WHST2, ELACC8W1. 
 
Time Needed to Complete Activity:  Two class periods.  
 

Overview 
Provide a few sentence preview of the activity.  
 
Students will write a letter to an imaginary colonist stressing the importance of the Declaration of 
Independence.  The letter should be at least one to two pages long, and in paragraph form.  Student 
letters will try to persuade the colonist of the importance of breaking away from Great Britain in order 
to secure rights, liberties, and democracy.  
 

Materials Needed 
Give a list of all materials needed for the activity included access to internet, charts, graphs, worksheets, etc… 
 
First print version of Declaration of Independence 
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/declaration/pdf/final.pdf  

o Explore Library of Congress website for other images or layouts. 
Further reading:  
Thomas Paine “Common Sense”  
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trm028.html  

 
Procedures  
Provide a more specific description or list of student/teacher procedures  
 
Teacher Task: 
 
In advance, reserve the school’s computer lab for each of your classes.  You will be spending an entire 
class period in the computer lab. 

Classroom 
Activity 
Format 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/declaration/pdf/final.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trm028.html


 
Create a student handout that has the website address for each document that will be utilized. This will 
act as a resource guide for the students. Remember to also include the prompt for writing the letter, as 
well as a list of central themes the students must look for when reading the assigned online documents.  
These themes could be, but are not limited to, the importance of securing one’s inanlienable rights and 
liberties, and the importance of democracy.  Make sure they have this guide with them when they go to 
the computer lab.  
 
Computer day: 

o Before procreeding to the computer lab, explain the assingment to the students and hand them 
each a copy of the handout you created. 

o Once in the computer lab, have the students access the primary source documents using the 
website addresses provided on the handout. 

o Have them close-read the documents, and take notes on a separate piece of paper to use later.  
o Notes should focus on the importance of the themes written on the handout. Students 

should write about every one of the themes listed. 
o Notes should also include a section on how and why these primary source documents 

still affect your life today in the 21st century.  
 

Following Day (or that night as a homework assingment): 
Have the students write the letter to a colonist using the notes they took from their time at the 
computer lab.  The letter should be pursuasive in tone and should try to convince the colonist that 
breaking away from Britain is the right thing to do.  In order to pursuade the colonists, students should 
stress the significance of each of the themes they took notes on. They must also explain why, even in 
the present day, those themes are still important to every day life. 


