
Contributor(s)  
List the names and school affiliations of all contributors to this classroom activity 
 

Mike – Banks Middle School 
 

Standards  
Each activity should meet a Georgia Studies standard and Common Core State Standard. Separate the standards by commas. 
Example: SS8H4, ELACCRI1, L6-8RH1 
 

SS8H6A, L6-8RH1, L6-8RH2, L6-8RH6, ELACC8RI6. 
 

Time Needed to Complete Activity:  30 minutes. 

  

Overview 
Provide a few sentence preview of the activity.  
 

Using Alexander Stephens’ speech delivered to the secessionist convention in January 1861, analyze the 
debate over secession in Georgia.  In class, read the opening paragraph of his speech and discuss 
Stephens’ reasons against secession. 
 

Materials Needed 
Give a list of all materials needed for the activity included access to internet, charts, graphs, worksheets, etc… 
 

Extract from Stephens’ speech made at secession covention in Georgia 
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=moa;idno=ABT5971  
 

Procedures  
Provide a more specific description or list of student/teacher procedures  

 

Teacher’s Task: 
 

Before class, make copies of Alexander Stephens’ opening statement.  Come up with critical-thinking 
questions to help students analyze the document. 
 

Once in class, split the students into small groups.  Afterwards hypothetically ask the class as a whole 
why they believe a southerner would have been against secession?  Begin the conversation as a class, 
then allow the groups to continue the conversation among themselves. Have the groups list out their 
ideas on a sheet of paper. 
 

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=moa;idno=ABT5971


After a few minutes of discussion, call the class back to attention. Give  them the handout of Stephens’ 
speech.  Tell the groups to read through Stephens’ opening statement and have them list out why he 
opposed secession.  Encourage them to find similarities and differences between his reasons and the 
reasons they came up with in their group. 
 
Call the class back to attention again. On the white/chalk board, compare and contrast the ideas 
students came up with with Stephens’ reasons.  Encourage them to take notes. 

 


