
Teacher Guide 
Primary Source Set 5: Modern Georgia  
 
Introduction 
 
The Teacher Guides for each Primary Source Set are intended to: 

• Help the teacher introduce primary sources. 
• Provide context to each of the sources within the set. 
• Give background information both general to the time period and specific to the primary 

source. 
• Examine which sources exist for each period and also how historians use these sources to 

draw conclusions. 
• Make available ready-made classroom activities and a full bibliography of the sources for 

proper citation.  
 
 
Social, economic, and political developments in Georgia since 1970 
 
 Some students struggle in history classes because they do not feel connected to the 
materials. Why should they care about something that happened so long ago? However, studying 
people and events from the last fifty years may feel more relevant. Students are able to ask family 
and friends about what they remember of the years they are studying in the classroom. Teachers 
can spark student interest by asking what students will be studying about our life and times fifty 
and one-hundred years from now. Will libraries and archives hold servers full of Facebook pages 
and text messages?  
 By 1970, most Georgians lived in cities and made their living doing something other than 
farming. The county unit system was invalidated in 1962 making every Georgians' vote equal in 
primary elections. The same Supreme Court rulings that declared the county unit system invalid 
called for the redrawing of districts in Georgia to more accurately reflect the population. 
Redistricting was controversial in the 1960s and 1970s and continues to spark controversy as 
districts are redrawn after each U.S. census. In 1971, Jimmy Carter, a state senator and failed 
gubernatorial candidate, became Governor of Georgia. In 1977, Jimmy Carter became the first 
Georgian to hold the office of President of the United States of America. Since his one term in the 
White House, Carter has played an important role in Georgia and the nation as a philanthropist 
and activist for peace. The Jimmy Carter Presidential Library, located in Atlanta, is an excellent 
resource for researchers and historians of all ages. In 1996, Georgia hosted the Olympic Games. 
Atlanta went through a years-long makeover to prepare for hosting the international event. Similar 
to the Cotton Expositions of Georgia’s past, the Olympic Games acted as an important tool for 
advertising Atlanta as an international city of economic and cultural importance.  

Georgia continues to adapt and change to its circumstances just as it has since its founding 
in 1733. Primary sources from 1970 until the present day exist in abundance. This primary source 
set offers five primary sources related to this period. Using the links on the second page of SS8H2 
and other sources, students should find no end to potential sources of information on Modern 
Georgia.  
 
Sources for Social, economic, and political developments in Georgia since 1970 
Excavator demolishing Techwood Homes, Atlanta, Georgia, November 17, 1993. AJCP312-005e,
 Atlanta Journal Constitution Photographic Archives. Special Collections and Archives,



 Georgia State University Library.
 http://digitalcollections.library.gsu.edu/cdm/ref/collection/ajc/id/1298 
Centennial Olympic Park. Atlanta, Georgia, one of three photographs of the renderings. They are
 probably from 1995, but may be from the 1998-redesign of the park. AJCP162-048c,
 Atlanta Journal Constitution Photographic Archives. Special Collections and Archives,
 Georgia State University Library.
 http://digitalcollections.library.gsu.edu/cdm/ref/collection/ajc/id/792  
Wittish, Rich. “Concerned Students: Eighth-graders Want Island to Look Good for Olympic
 Visitors.” Islands Closeup. Thursday, April 29, 1993. Savannah Olympic Support Council
 records, 1989-1997, MS 1856. Courtesy of the Georgia Historical Society. 
President Jimmy Carter's Annotated Statement on the Failed Rescue Mission Regarding the
 Hostages in Iran, 04/25/1980. ARC ID: 593298. Collection JC-SWO: Records of the
 Speechwriter's Office, 1977 – 1981. Jimmy Carter Presidential Library and Museum.
 http://arcweb.archives.gov/arc/action/ExternalIdSearch?id=593298  
Jimmy Carter addresses Ghanaian children. Health Programs Photo, Savelugu Ghana. Louise
 Gubb/The Carter Center.
 http://www.cartercenter.org/news/photos/hp_guineawormgroup.html  
 
[“Excavator demolishing Techwood Homes” ; “Centennial Olympic Park”]  
 It took more than six years for Georgia to prepare for the Olympic Games of 1996. These 
preparations significantly changed the landscape of the city of Atlanta. New buildings were built 
and old buildings were knocked down. New sports venues and public spaces were created and more 
hotels were built to accommodate the more than 2 million visitors who attended the games. Atlanta 
Attorney Billy Payne and Mayor Andrew Young led the winning bid for hosting the games and the 
preparations for hosting the games. Funding came from state and federal tax dollars, ticket sales, 
and corporate sponsorships. Some critics found corporate sponsorships excessive, creating too 
much commercialism surrounding the games. There was also some controversy surrounding the 
new changes to the city, including those shown in the two images in this primary source set.  
 The image of demolition on a Techwood Homes building in 1993 comes from the Atlanta 
Journal Constitution. The image shows work on one of the major demolition and construction 
projects related to the 1996 Olympics. The low-income neighborhood surrounding the 
demolition pictured in this image was replaced by mixed-income apartments and dorms which 
housed Olympic athletes during the games. Techwood Homes was a public housing project. The 
area surrounding the housing project was plagued with crime. There was some controversy 
surrounding these demolitions because people living in low-income neighborhoods like this one 
had to relocate to make way for mixed income apartments and Georgia Tech dormitories.   

The rendering of Centennial Olympic Park in this set was also featured in the Atlanta 
Journal Constitution. The sketch shows the type of improvements the Olympic committee 
planners envisioned and executed in the lead up to the Olympics. Centennial Olympic Park 
remains an important green space for citizens and visitors of Atlanta. The sports venues built for 
the Olympic Games are now used by Atlanta’s professional sports teams and Atlanta’s business and 
tourism industry experienced a boom in the years following the 1996 Olympics. In the classroom, 
these primary sources can help students understand the impact of hosting the Olympic Games in 
Georgia.  Putting these two sources together allows students to see the dramatic changes that took 
place in Atlanta in preparation for the games. From the rendering, students can easily see how 
leaders like Andrew Young and Billy Payne desired to promote the city of Atlanta as a beautiful 
thriving center of industry and culture.  
 

http://digitalcollections.library.gsu.edu/cdm/ref/collection/ajc/id/1298
http://digitalcollections.library.gsu.edu/cdm/ref/collection/ajc/id/792
http://arcweb.archives.gov/arc/action/ExternalIdSearch?id=593298
http://www.cartercenter.org/news/photos/hp_guineawormgroup.html


[“Eighth-graders Want Island to Look Good for Olympic Visitors.”] 
 Although a majority of events in the 1996 Olympic Games were hosted in or around 
Atlanta, Georgia, there were several other venues throughout the state. For example, Savannah, 
Georgia hosted the yachting events. This newspaper article from April 29, 1993 relates how local 
8th-graders are worried about how visitors will view their home. The article discusses their ideas for 
beautifying Savannah in preparation for the Games and students may enjoy this source because it 
discusses children their age. The article also compliments the two other Olympic- related sources 
because it also covers the idea of the Olympic Games as a method for presenting a city to the world. 
The article may also inspire students to get involved in civic interests on their own just like the 
students in the article.  
 
[President Jimmy Carter's Annotated Statement on the Failed Rescue Mission] 
 President Jimmy Carter is one of the most famous and influential Georgians in modern 
history. His presidency was plagued by domestic and international crises, one of the most dramatic 
of which was the Iran Hostage Crisis. On November 4, 1979, more than 60 Americans were taken 
from the American embassy in Tehran and were held hostage for 444 days. The entire nation 
watched the crisis unfold on television.  

The hostage situation stemmed from resentment over CIA involvement in consolidating 
power under Reza Shah Pahlavi in 1953.  Ten years later, the Shah quelled an uprising, sending 
cleric Khomeini into exile. Although this action ended the immediate threat of revolution, it 
eventually sparked the Iranian Islamic Revolution. In January of 1979 the Shah was the one in exile 
and Khomeini was leader of Iran. The young revolutionaries who stormed the American embassy 
in November were upset that the United States had allowed the exiled Shah into the United States 
for cancer treatment. They refused to release the hostages until the Shah was returned to Iran for 
trial and the United States gave billions of dollars that the revolutionaries claimed they stole from 
the Iranian people.  

President Carter vowed to bring the hostages back safely. His administration tried 
economic sanctions and negotiations to resolve the crisis, but as the months passed with no sign of 
breaking, Carter approved a high-risk rescue mission. The mission had to be aborted due to 
malfunctioning helicopters, one  of which crashed into a transport plane killing the pilot and 
injuring three others. The Iranians broadcast footage of the crash  and mocked the United States 
in their failed attempt to protect their own citizens. This primary source set includes a draft copy 
of Jimmy Carter’s speech given in response to this humiliating event. The document is housed at 
the Jimmy Carter Presidential Library and Museum and available online through the National 
Archives. Students should be aware of the mood of the country when Carter gave this speech. He 
had to choose each word carefully. Students should consider what words Carter changed in his 
handwriting and why he may have made those changes. Students could imagine they are American 
citizens listening to the president’s speech. What would their reaction be?  Students can read the 
rest of the story using the links on page two of SS8H12. In particular, the PBS article on the topic 
offers a complete description of the event.  
 
[Jimmy Carter addresses Ghanaian children] 
 In 1982, former president Jimmy Carter founded the Carter Center, a non-profit 
organization dedicated to advancing peace and health worldwide. The center monitors elections, 
engages in efforts to advance human rights and democracy, and works to eradicate diseases in 
poorer countries. In this particular image, Jimmy Carter is addressing children in Savelugu 
Ghana, an area plagued by the Guinea Worm Disease. Through the efforts of the Carter Center, 
the Guinea Worm Disease is almost eradicated. Only 1,100 cases were reported worldwide in 2011. 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/general-article/carter-hostage-crisis/


The disease is caused by drinking contaminated water. From this photo, students can begin a 
discussion about the role of former presidents and issues of world health problems and poverty.   
  
Selected Bibliography 
“Olympic Games in 1996.” New Georgia Encyclopedia.
 http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-2042&sug=y  
“Jimmy Carter (b.1924).” New Georgia Encyclopedia.
 http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-676&sug=y  
“County Unit System.” New Georgia Encyclopedia.
 http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-1381&sug=y  
“Whatwuzit?: The 1996 Atlanta Summer Olympics Reconsidered.” S Zebulon Baker (compiler),
 Emory University. Illustrations by Kerry Soper, Brigham Young University. 
 
Suggested online tools for classroom implementation  
 
Link to the pages described by clicking on the arrows 
 

The Library of  Congress has developed an excellent inquiry based primary source analysis 
tool with teacher guides for a variety of source types.  
 
SCIM-C (Summarizing, Contextualizing, Inferring, Monitoring, and Corroborating). A method 
for analyzing primary sources in the classroom. The website offers an explanation of SCIM-C, 
demonstrations of SCIM-C’s use and research and evidence to support the SCIM-C approach.  

 
LDC is a model for teaching literacy in the content areas. The website offers detailed 
information about the LDC model, fill-in-the-blank templates, sample modules, and other 
guidance and support.  

 
Ready to use classroom activity  
 
Primary Sources of Tomorrow 
 
This activity asks students to think about the challenges of and opportunities for preserving history 
in the digital age. The activity offers students a chance to think about the primary sources they 
create every day and participate in the discussion of how digital sources  
 
Procedures  

1. Have students read pages 7 through top of 13 of the report “It’s About Time: Research 
Challenges in Digital Archiving and Long-term Preservation.”  

• National Science Foundation/Library of Congress, It's About Time: Research 
Challenges in Digital Archiving and Long-term Preservation, August 2003. Pages 7 
through top of 13. 

2. After students read the document through once, pass out the guided reading questions (see 
below) for student completion.  

3. Facilitate a classroom discussion using the guided reading questions as a basis for the 
conversation.  

4. Present the students with the following question and challenge 

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-2042&sug=y
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-676&sug=y
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-1381&sug=y
http://georgiahistorytps.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/archiving-digital-age-workshop-docume-nt.pdf
http://georgiahistorytps.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/archiving-digital-age-workshop-docume-nt.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html
http://www.historicalinquiry.com/
http://www.literacydesigncollaborative.org/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html�
http://www.historicalinquiry.com/�
http://www.literacydesigncollaborative.org/�


• Question: “If you were elected president and later had a presidential library, what 
would the archivists of your library preserve from your days in school?” 

• Challenge: Locate and preserve three primary sources from your life as a student. 
At least two of your sources must be “digital born.” You must have a description of 
the item and a plan for preserving the document for future generations to study at 
your presidential library. Your plan can include using technology and services you 
do not have access to.  

5. Pass out three copies of the preservation plan template (see below). There are several 
websites listed below that may give students direction and ideas on how to preserve their 
primary sources. Give students at least a week to complete the challenge. You can allow 
some classroom time for students to present one of their preservation plans to the 
classroom.  

 
Helpful Websites  

• Library of Congress Digital Preservation Page: http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/  
o Personal Archives: http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/personalarchiving/  

• Wayback Machine: http://archive.org/web/web.php  
• Archive-It: http://www.archive-it.org/  
• Sustainability of Digital Formats: Planning for Library of Congress Collections: 

http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/formats/index.shtml  
• Library of Congress Web Archiving: http://www.loc.gov/webarchiving/  
• Global Digital Format Registry: http://www.gdfr.info/index.html  

 
 
Possible Extended Activity: K-12 Web Archiving Program : The K-12 Web Archiving Program 
offers 5th-12th grade students and opportunity to participate in preserving web content through the 
Library of Congress and Internet Archive. http://www.archive-it.org/k12/  
  

http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/
http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/personalarchiving/
http://archive.org/web/web.php
http://www.archive-it.org/
http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/formats/index.shtml
http://www.loc.gov/webarchiving/
http://www.gdfr.info/index.html
http://www.archive-it.org/k12/


Guided Reading  
 

National Science Foundation/Library of Congress, “It's About Time: Research Challenges in 
Digital Archiving and Long-term Preservation,” August 2003. Pages 7 through top of 13. 

 

1. What do you think the executive summary means when it says there is a “dark side” to 

digital information? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is the purpose of this report and what event led to its creation? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Use your own words to define the term “digital-

born”_____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Choose two of the bullet points on pages 8 and 9 and summarize them in your own words. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



5. Choose one blue heading on pages 10-13. Summarize the issue and come up with your own 

example to illustrate the problem discussed. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Other questions to consider  

a. How can individuals preserve their own digital memories?  

b. Is the increase in digital sources good or bad for libraries and cultural institutions?  

c. What new jobs could be created to meet the need to preserve digital materials?  

d. How will we pay for the increased cost of preserving digital materials?  

e. Do you agree with the reports argument that the government and not private 

markets should take the lead in digital archiving?  

  



Title of source:  
 
Format of original (i.e. facebook page, webpage, website, blog, Tiff., Jpg, 
Bitmap, psd., PDF, email, text message, etc…): 
 
 
 
 
Description of source 
 
 
2-3 paragraph preservation plan: 
 

 

 

 



PSS5: Modern Georgia 
Bibliography  

 
SS8H12 
 

Excavator demolishing Techwood Homes, Atlanta, Georgia, November 17, 1993. 
AJCP312-005e, Atlanta Journal Constitution Photographic Archives. Special 
Collections and Archives, Georgia State University 
Library. http://digitalcollections.library.gsu.edu/cdm/ref/collection/ajc/id/1298  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Centennial Olympic Park. Atlanta, Georgia, one of three photographs of the 
renderings. They are probably from 1995, but may be from the 1998-redesign 
of the park. AJCP162-048c, Atlanta Journal Constitution Photographic 
Archives. Special Collections and Archives, Georgia State University 
Library. http://digitalcollections.library.gsu.edu/cdm/ref/collection/ajc/id/79
2  
 
 

 
 
Wittish, Rich. “Concerned Students: Eight-grader Want Island to Look Good for 
Olympic Visitors.” Islands Closeup. Thursday, April 29, 1993. Savannah Olympic 
Support Council records, 1989-1997, MS 1856. Courtesy of the Georgia Historical 
Society.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
President Jimmy Carter's Annotated Statement on the Failed Rescue Mission 
Regarding the Hostages in Iran, 04/25/1980. ARC ID: 593298. Collection JC-SWO: 
Records of the Speechwriter's Office, 1977 – 1981. Jimmy Carter Presidential 
Library and 
Museum. http://arcweb.archives.gov/arc/action/ExternalIdSearch?id=593298  
 
 
 

  
Jimmy Carter addresses Ghanaian children. Health Programs Photo, 
Savelugu Ghana. Louise Gubb/The Carter 
Center. http://www.cartercenter.org/news/photos/hp_guineawormgroup.h
tml  

http://digitalcollections.library.gsu.edu/cdm/ref/collection/ajc/id/1298
http://digitalcollections.library.gsu.edu/cdm/ref/collection/ajc/id/792
http://digitalcollections.library.gsu.edu/cdm/ref/collection/ajc/id/792
http://arcweb.archives.gov/arc/action/ExternalIdSearch?id=593298
http://www.cartercenter.org/news/photos/hp_guineawormgroup.html
http://www.cartercenter.org/news/photos/hp_guineawormgroup.html

	PSS5 Teacher Guide
	PSS5 Bibliography

