
Teacher Guide 
Primary Source Set 4: Growing Pains, 1945-1970  
 
Introduction 
 
The Teacher Guides for each Primary Source Set are intended to: 

• Help the teacher introduce primary sources. 
• Provide context to each of the sources within the set. 
• Give background information both general to the time period and specific to the primary 

source. 
• Examine which sources exist for each period and also how historians use these sources to 

draw conclusions. 
• Make available ready-made classroom activities and a full bibliography of the sources for 

proper citation.  
 

 
Georgia after WWII 
 
 Georgia would not be the same after World War II. During WWII billions of dollars were 
invested in war industries and military bases throughout the South. Wartime activities brought 
relief from the economic depression and the economic boom continued after the war’s end. 
Atlanta became the center of commerce and industry for Georgia and the entire South. Leaders 
like Ivan Allen, Jr. and William Hartsfield promoted Atlanta to the world as a progressive business 
city. Atlanta built new stadiums and attracted major league sports teams to the city. In rural areas, 
Georgia’s agriculture benefited from diversification and modernization. Ellis Arnall brought 
sweeping changes to Georgia during his term as governor from 1940 to 1942. Major changes also 
came through the modern Civil Rights Movement which is the focus of the second half of this 
primary source set. There are four primary sources dedicated to SS8H10. Page two of SS8H10 
offers links to additional primary and secondary sources on the topic.  
 
Sources for Georgia after WWII  
"Agriculture in Georgia." CA.1945. Agricultural and Industrial Development Board. Atlanta, Ga.
 Vertical Files, Agriculture - Pamphlets. Courtesy of the Georgia Historical Society 
"Know Georgia's Products: Key to a New Economy." Public Service Announcement sponsored by
 Rich's Atlanta. 1946. Vertical Files, Agriculture - Pamphlets. Courtesy of the Georgia
 Historical Society 
Manning, Selvage & Lee/ Atlanta Forward Atlanta Campaign photographs, 1960-1970 (VIS 113).
 Courtesy of the Kenan Research Center at the Atlanta History Center.  
 
["Agriculture in Georgia." & "Know Georgia's Products: Key to a New Economy."] 
 Population in the rural areas saw a sharp decline after WWII. Nearly 28,000 families left 
farming between 1945 and 1950. Although the number of farms decreased the average size of 
Georgia farms increased. Improvements in farming technology and techniques made farming 
more efficient. Farmers were encouraged to diversify their crops, prevent soil erosion, and 
experiment with new methods and products. Mules and plows were replaced by tractors and other 
motorized equipment. These two pamphlets were designed to promote new methods and 
advancements in Georgia agriculture. The pamphlets show the movement away from “king cotton” 



toward other agricultural products like peanuts, soybeans, and livestock. Pine wood became an 
important element of Georgia’s agribusiness during this period as shown in the pamphlets. The 
change in farming shown in these pamphlets still impacts the agriculture and food industries in 
Georgia today. Students should think critically about who created these pamphlets and for what 
purpose. Students could be asked to compare and contrast what they are seeing in these pamphlets 
to what they learned about agriculture in Georgia in the 18th and 19th centuries. A good short 
research project related to these pamphlets might include investigating what crops are grown in 
Georgia today and comparing it to the crops shown in the pamphlets.  
 
[Atlanta Forward Atlanta Campaign photographs] 
 The Atlanta Chamber of Commerce hired the public relations firm Manning, Selvage & 
Lee/Atlanta to work on the Forward Atlanta campaign. The Forward Atlanta campaign worked to 
bring major businesses and industries to the city. The Forward Atlanta campaign began in 1925 
with a national advertising campaign and it succeeded in bringing new businesses to Atlanta. The 
photographs in this collection are from the second Forward Atlanta campaign launched in 1961. 
Similar to the first campaign, the second Forward Atlanta campaign brought another wave of new 
businesses that altered the Atlanta skyline. Architect John Portman’s buildings particularly 
reinvented the cityscape.  

The photographs in this collection were used to promote Atlanta to potential businesses 
and they  provide students with a visual representation of the changes occurring in Atlanta in the 
post-WWWII era. The skyline images in particular show the city’s rapid expansion and growth. 
From this collection, students can also draw conclusions about the impact of Ivan Allen, Jr. and 
William Hartsfield on Atlanta.  
 
Selected bibliography  
Sullivan, Buddy in association with the Georgia Historical Society. Georgia: A State  History.
 Charleston: Arcadia Publishing, 2003. 
“Agriculture in Georgia: Overview.” New Georgia Encyclopedia.
 http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-2056&sug=y  
“Ivan Allen Jr. (1911-2003).” New Georgia Encyclopedia.
 http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-1382&sug=y    
“William B. Hartsfield (1890-1971).” New Georgia Encyclopedia.
 http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-599&sug=y  
“Ellis Arnall (1907-1992).” New Georgia Encyclopedia.
 http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-597&hl=y  
 
The Role of Georgia in the Modern Civil Rights Movement 
 

At the end of World War II, the United States entered a period of extreme growth and 
change. Evidence of this growth and change can be seen in the development of the modern Civil 
Rights Movement. The fight for equality and resistance to discriminatory practices such as 
segregation of public facilities began in the nineteenth-century when Jim Crow legislation 
institutionalized segregation based on race. The 1896 Plessy v. Ferguson case upheld the "separate 
but equal" system that soon spread to schools, restaurants, movie theaters, bus stations, etc. Voting 
rights discrimination was widespread and prevented the greater portion of African-Americans 
from exercising their constitutional rights and supporting government and laws that could change 
the status quo. Although resistance to these discriminatory practices did not begin in 1945, the 
term Civil Rights Movement is often used specifically to refer to the struggles between 1945 and 

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-2056&sug=y
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-1382&sug=y
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-599&sug=y
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-597&hl=y


1970 to end discrimination against African-Americans and to put an end to racial segregation. 
World War II played a major role in sparking the movement. African-American soldiers who 
fought in WWII and participated in the battle against tyranny and injustice in Europe returned 
home with a renewed enthusiasm to gain political and social equality in their own country.  The 
negative reaction to integration and the Civil Rights Movement is labeled by historians as “massive 
resistance.” This can be seen most prominently in the reaction to the decision to end segregation 
of schools through Brown vs. Board of Education.  

Several important events occurred during Georgia’s Civil Rights Movement including, the 
ending of the white primary in 1946, the Albany Movement, and the desegregation of the 
University of Georgia to name a few. Several Georgians played key leadership roles in the national 
modern Civil Rights Movement, including Martin Luther King, Jr. and Andrew Young. 
Nationally, the Civil Rights Movement was led largely by church leaders and students: the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference founded in 1957 organized protests; the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee founded in 1957 organized sit-ins, freedom rides, voter 
registration drives, and protests; and the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP), founded in 1909, provided legal counsel for jailed demonstrators, and tested 
segregation and discrimination through the courts. The majority of participants in the movement 
adhered to the principles of nonviolence. In 1964, the United States Congress passed the Civil 
Rights Act requiring equal access to public places and outlawing employment discrimination. The 
Voting Rights Act of 1965 helped protect the right to vote for all citizens regardless of race. In 
1972, Georgians elected Andrew Young to the United States House of Representatives, making 
him the first African American from Georgia to be elected to Congress since Reconstruction. In 
1973, Maynard Jackson became the first African American mayor of Atlanta.  

This primary source set includes five sources related to Georgia’s modern Civil Rights 
Movement. Page two of SS8H11 offers additional primary and secondary sources related to the 
topic. There are several excellent online sources related to Georgia’s Civil Rights Movement linked 
on page two of SS8H11.  
 
Sources for the role of Georgia in the modern civil rights movement 
The Red and Black, January 5,9,10,& 11. University of Georgia Libraries. Presented online by the
 Digital Library of Georgia. 
WSB-TV newsfilm clip of African-American students arriving on campus as well as the reaction of
 white students at the University of Georgia in Athens, Georgia, January 9, 1961 , WSB-TV
 newsfilm collection, reel 0779, 45:20/47:10, Walter J. Brown Media Archives and
 Peabody Awards Collection, The University of Georgia Libraries, Athens, Ga, as presented
 in the Digital Library of Georgia. http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/crdl/id:ugabma_wsbn_35137  
WSB-TV newsfilm clip of civil rights leaders promoting nonviolence in a poolroom in Albany,
 Georgia, 1962 July 25, WSB-TV newsfilm collection, reel 0899, 22:46/30:19, Walter J.
 Brown Media Archives and Peabody Awards Collection, The University of Georgia
 Libraries, Athens, Ga, as presented in the Digital Library of Georgia.
 http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/crdl/id:ugabma_wsbn_41630  
Ethel Hyer family papers, MS 2117. Courtesy of the Georgia Historical Society  
A. Pratt Adams, Jr. (1915-1981) collection, 1959-1971. Courtesy of the Georgia Historical Society 
 
[Red and Black, January 1961] 
 Coverage of the desegregation of the University of Georgia found in the University’s 
student newspaper The Red and Black delivers teachers a powerful tool for teaching civil rights 
history in the classroom. Student interest in the topic may be heightened knowing this source was 

http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/crdl/id:ugabma_wsbn_35137
http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/crdl/id:ugabma_wsbn_41630


written from the perspective of college students. The WSB-TV clip of Holmes and Hunter arriving 
on campus January 9, 1961 is a good companion source to the newspaper coverage. Page two of 
SS8H11 offers links to additional primary and secondary sources related to the desegregation of the 
University of Georgia. A source of particular note is the online finding aid for University of 
Georgia Integration Materials 1938-1965 created by the University of Georgia Libraries. This 
finding aid includes hyperlinks to digitized primary sources 
(http://www.libs.uga.edu/hargrett/archives/integration/integration1.html).  
 After being recruited by NAACP leader Jesse Hill to help fight the segregation of Georgia’s 
public universities, Hamilton Holmes and Charlayne Hunter applied for admission to the 
University of Georgia in the fall of 1959. Holmes and Hunter were denied admission and 
resubmitted each following quarter. Each time, they were rejected for reasons such as lack of dorm 
space or application procedures. It took filing suit in federal court to gain admission. U.S. District 
Judge William Bootle ordered UGA to admit Hunter and Holmes in January of 1961. Governor 
Ernest Vandiver threatened to close the university rather than submit to integration. A mob 
formed outside Hunter's residence at Myers Hall shouting obscenities, starting fires, and breaking 
windows on the night of January 11th but was broken up by state police. The two were again 
suspended but after Judge Bootle reinstated them on January 16, 1961 there was no more violence. 
Hunter and Holmes went on to graduate and have distinguished careers. In 2001, the Board of 
Regents re-named UGA’s administrative hall the Holmes-Hunter Academic Building in honor of 
the two brave students. 
 
[WSB-TV newsfilm clip University of Georgia in Athens, Georgia, 1961 January 9,] 
 This film clip can be found on the Civil Rights Digital Library. The film is part of the 
Walter J.Brown Media Archives and Peabody Awards Collection at the University of Georgia 
Libraries. The record for this film segment, provided online through the Digital Library of 
Georgia, offers a more detailed description of the item than the one provided in this teachers 
guide. You can access this description through this link: 
http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/crdl/id:ugabma_wsbn_35137  
 This video was taken by the WSB-TV news team on January 9, 1961. The clip shows 
Charlayne Hunter and Hamilton Holmes arriving at the University of Georgia. This was the same 
day that U.S. District Judge Bootle ruled that the University of Georgia had used race as the 
determinant factor in excluding Hamilton and Hunter from admission to the University. Hunter 
and Holmes attended classes for the first time two days later on January 11, 1961. This video clip 
shows the two walking to the administration building surrounded by a crowd. The video also 
interviews two unidentified white students and Hamilton Holmes. After watching this news 
coverage, students can begin to get a sense of what the atmosphere was like during the tense days 
leading up to the integration of the University of Georgia. Students will be familiar with news 
coverage as a source of information and can practice their analytical skills on a film source. 
Students can also compare and contrast this source to the newspaper coverage of the same events in 
the university’s student newspaper The Red and Black. One potential writing prompt or discussion 
question could be, “how did Holmes and Hunter pave the way for future African American 
students to attend public universities in Georgia?”   
 
[WSB-TV newsfilm clip in Albany,GA] 
 This film clip can be found on the Civil Rights Digital Library. The film is part of the 
Walter J.Brown Media Archives and Peabody Awards Collection at the University of Georgia 
Libraries. The record for this film segment, provided online through the Digital Library of 
Georgia, offers a more detailed description of the item than the one provided in this teachers 

http://www.libs.uga.edu/hargrett/archives/integration/integration1.html
http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/crdl/id:ugabma_wsbn_35137


guide. You can access this description through this link: 
http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/crdl/id:ugabma_wsbn_41630  

Before watching this film clip, students should have some background understanding of the 
Albany Movement and Martin Luther King, Jr.’s role in Albany. The Albany Movement was one of 
the most widely followed civil rights events in Georgia and it was the first concerted mass-
movement effort to end segregation in an entire city.  The movement began in 1961 as several black 
improvement organizations joined efforts and formed the Albany Movement. The protestors held 
mass meetings, participated in marches, and formed the famed Freedom Singers. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. came to Albany in December to add momentum to the movement and bring national 
attention. MLK, Jr. spoke at a mass meeting and participated in a march before being arrested and 
jailed. After this initial arrest, MLK, Jr. enlisted SCLC staff to coordinate the campaign. In the 
end, MLK, Jr. felt that his involvement in the Albany Movement was a failure. The Albany 
Movement continued after King’s departure and the movement spread to neighboring 
communities in Southwest Georgia.  

This film clip, taken July 25, 1962, features Martin Luther King, Jr., Ralph Abernathy, 
and an unidentified speaker promoting the need for nonviolence in the Albany Movement. The 
night before this film was taken some members of the African-American community had thrown 
rocks and bottles at city police officers out of anger for the arrest of protestors. This clip provides 
an excellent source for studying the philosophy Martin Luther King, Jr. and members of the 
SCLC. The clip is also an interesting glimpse into the Albany Movement just before the exit of 
MLK, Jr. The Civil Rights Digital Library has many more clips related to the Albany movement 
cataloged and available for viewing.  

 
[Ethel Hyer family papers.]  

Ethel Hyer was the first woman to serve as president of the Rome, Ga. Chapter of the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), a position she held for 15 
years. She was a member of many religious, civic, and social organizations, including the Georgia 
Council of Human Relations and the Rose Garden Club. She was very active in the Civil Rights 
Movement during the late 1950s and early 1960s. The Georgia Historical Society houses the Ethel 
Hyer family papers. The papers include some personal and financial materials, but the majority of 
materials relate to her work as president of the Rome Georgia chapter of the NAACP. Hyer's 
papers include many flyers, brochures, and manuals produced by the NAACP in an effort to 
educate and encourage the African-American community regarding their rights during the 1960s. 
This primary source set offers a digitized sampling of materials from the Ethel Hyers papers. From 
these sources, students can learn about the NAACP as it functioned nationally and locally. 
Students can practice their skill of analysis by attempting to articulate what the intended audience 
and purpose of the materials.  
 
[A. Pratt Adams, Jr. (1915-1981) collection] 
 Atlanta and Albany are often the focus of the Civil Rights Movement in Georgia, but the 
movement took root in towns and communities throughout the state. In Savannah, Georgia, the 
civil rights movement was relatively peaceful compared to that of other Southern cities, primarily 
due to the cooperation of local businessmen and politicians with African-American leadership. 
One such business leader was Pratt Adams, Jr. Adams. (1915-1981) was a third-generation 
Savannah lawyer in his family's law firm of Adams, Adams, Brennan, and Gardner. After serving 
in World War II, he settled back into his law career in Savannah. Adams was very active in many 
civic organizations, including Civic Progress, Inc. Business leaders such as Adams who founded 
this group realized that the future of the city's and their own prosperity depended upon 

http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/crdl/id:ugabma_wsbn_41630


minimizing protests and violence. The Bi-Racial Committee, composed of members of the Civic 
Progress group and several prominent Civil Rights leaders, met several times in 1963 to discuss 
how to bring about an end of segregation in local hotels, theaters, and restaurants. This primary 
source set offers a digitized selection of papers from the A. Pratt Adams, Jr. papers housed at the 
Georgia Historical Society.  
 The documents in the PDF are in reverse chronological order. The first document in the 
set is a letter written by A. Pratt Adams, Jr. to Mr. Bennett A. Brown, executive vice president of 
The Citizens and Southern National Bank. In the letter, Adams summarizes the actions of the Bi-
Racial committee in Savannah in July of 1963 from his perspective. Adams was responding to 
Brown’s letter concerning the May 11, 1970, race riot in Augusta that resulted in six deaths. The 
second document is a letter from the Vice President of the Central of Georgia Railway law 
department. The letter addresses a complaint by a passenger that the railway was not enforcing its 
integration policy. Apparently, Adams had called the legal office to relay the passenger’s complaint. 
This letter represents the type of work Pratt did during the 1960s. Pratt leveraged his connections 
in an  attempt to contain protest and promote peaceful implementation of integration.  The third 
document contains the minutes from a meeting held between white businessmen and black leaders 
in Savannah on February 16, 1965. The meeting apparently centered on the question of 
employment opportunity for African Americans in Savannah. The final document comes from the 
August 1, 1963, meeting of the Bi-Racial Committee. The meeting’s minutes outline terms for the 
beginning of the desegregation of certain types of local businesses set to begin on October 1, 1963. 
 These documents provide an interesting perspective on the Civil Rights Movement in 
Savannah. Students can practice their ability to merge their knowledge of the document’s origin to 
the actual contents of the document to create a better picture of what can be learned from the 
primary source. Students can also compare and contrast these documents based on their date. 
What issues are most important in the 1963 minutes compared to the 1965 minutes? How does the 
evolution of issues discussed in the documents relate to the evolution of the Civil Rights Movement 
over time? What do students think about the terms set forth in the August 1963 minutes?  
 
 
Selected bibliography  
Cohen, Robert. "Two, Four, Six, Eight, We Don't Want to Integrate": White Student Attitudes
 Toward the University of Georgia's Desegregation.” The Georgia Historical Quarterly,
 Vol. LXXX, No.3, Fall 1996. Published by: Georgia Historical Society.  
Sullivan, Buddy in association with the Georgia Historical Society. Georgia: A State  History.
 Charleston: Arcadia Publishing, 2003. 
“Civil Rights Movement.” New Georgia Encyclopedia.
 http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-2716&sug=y  
“Albany Movement.” New Georgia Encyclopedia.
 http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-1057  
“Hamilton Holmes.” New Georgia Encyclopedia.
 http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-1225&sug=y  
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Suggested online tools for classroom implementation  
 
Link to the pages described by clicking on the arrows 
 

The library of congress has developed an excellent inquiry based primary source analysis tool 
with teacher guides for a variety of source types.  
 
SCIM-C (Summarizing, Contextualizing, Inferring, Monitoring, and Corroborating). A method 
for analyzing primary sources in the classroom. The website offers an explanation of SCIM-C, 
demonstrations of SCIM-C’s use and research and evidence to support the SCIM-C approach.  

 
LDC is a model for teaching literacy in the content areas. The website offers detailed 
information about the LDC model, fill-in-the-blank templates, sample modules, and other 
guidance and support.  

 
Ready to use classroom activity  
 
Civil Rights Digital Library Scavenger Hunt  
 
Standards: SS8H11, L6-8WHST7, L6-8WHST8 
 
Goals 

• To introduce students to the events and people key to understanding the civil rights 
movement in Georgia.  

• To facilitate an opportunity for students to practice skills in research and primary source 
analysis  

 
Objectives  

• Students will be able to locate and describe primary sources related to a particular civil 
rights topic  

• Students will be able to describe primary sources related to important civil rights topics  
• Students will be able to discuss some of the events and people linked to the civil rights 

movement in Georgia.  
 
Procedures  

1. Secure access to internet for students  
2. Have students visit the Civil Rights Digital Library and practice using the site to find 

materials. You could lead students on a search for Martin Luther King, Jr. as an example.  
3. Have students save a copy of the chart provided below or make their own chart.  
4. Have students use the Civil Rights Digital Library to locate a primary source for each topic 

listed in the chart below. Have students provide a thumbnail, citation, link and description 
of the item.  

5. This assignment could be the first step in a larger research paper or project.  
  

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html
http://www.historicalinquiry.com/
http://www.literacydesigncollaborative.org/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html�
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Civil Rights Digital Library Scavenger Hunt  
Topic  Thumbnail  Citation / Link  Description  
Herman 
Talmadge 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Segregation 
and 
integration in 
schools  

 
 
 
 
 

  

Albany 
Movement  

 
 
 
 
 

  

Civil rights 
movement in 
Atlanta  

 
 
 
 
 

  

Civil rights 
outside 
Atlanta and 
Albany 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Desegregation 
of the 
University of 
Georgia  

 
 
 
 
 

  

Student Non-
Violent 
Coordinating 
Committee  

 
 
 
 
 

  

Maynard 
Jackson  

 
 
 
 
 

  

Andrew 
Young  
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