
Teacher Guide 
Primary Source Set 3: Moving Towards Modern Georgia  
 
Introduction 
 
The Teacher Guides for each Primary Source Set are intended to: 

• Help the teacher introduce primary sources. 
• Provide context to each of the sources within the set. 
• Give background information both general to the time period and specific to the primary 

source. 
• Examine which sources exist for each period and also how historians use these sources to 

draw conclusions. 
• Make available ready-made classroom activities and a full bibliography of the sources for 

proper citation.  
 
 
Georgia After World War One  
 
 It may be hard for students to imagine that less than 80 years ago there were many people 
in Georgia living without electricity and running water. Until the creation of the Rural 
Electrification Administration in 1935, a majority of Georgians living in rural areas went without 
electricity or running water. Traveling from the bustling “New South” city of Atlanta to the 
surrounding rural farm areas must have felt a little like time travel. From the end of WWI through 
WWII, Georgia experienced immense change as the modern world began to take shape. For 
example, the Rural Electrification Administration, a New Deal project, brought electricity to the 
countryside. Georgians in this period also witnessed the devastation of the cotton crop from 
drought and the Boll Weevil infestation and the economic destruction of the Great Depression. 
Eugene Talmadge, E.D. Rivers and Franklin Roosevelt made marked impressions on Georgia’s 
government and politics between the wars, and Margaret Mitchell brought national attention to 
Georgia when she published her epic novel Gone with the Wind. Primary sources from this period 
highlight the economic, political, cultural, and social realities of Georgia between the world wars. 
This primary source set offers four primary sources related to this period. Page two of SS8H8 has 
links to additional primary and secondary sources for further study of this period.  
 
Sources for Georgia After World War One  
“Political Handbill for Euguene Talmadge.” Georgia Capitol Museum, Office of the Secretary of
 State. Object ID 2009.02.0001. http://cdm.sos.state.ga.us/u?/campaign,366 
“Political poster of Eugene Talmadge as 1926 Democratic candidate for Georgia's Commissioner
 of Agriculture.”, Eugene Talmadge. Courtesy of Georgia Archives, geo126-83.
 http://cdm.sos.state.ga.us/u?/vg2,7241  
“The Mexican cotton boll weevil” Georgia State Board of Entomology, 1916. Rare Pamphlet
 Collection, SB945.C8 G42x. Courtesy of the Georgia Historical Society 
Works Progress Administration District 8 scrapbook and photo album 1940-1941. MS 1250.
 Courtesy of the Georgia Historical Society 
 
 
 

http://cdm.sos.state.ga.us/u?/vg2,7241


[Political poster of Eugene Talmadge]  
Eugene Talmage became a dominant figure in Georgia politics from 1926 to 1946. His first 

successful bid for office came in 1926 when he won the race for Commissioner of Agriculture. 
Throughout his political career, Talmadge potrayed himself as a friend of the farmer. While 
serving as Commissioner of Agriculture, he promoted his political views through the office 
newsletter. This simple poster is a great example of Talmadge’s campaign techniques as he makes 
the argument that he knows the plight of the farmer because he has been one himself. Talmadge 
was able to carry many rural counties on this message. You may want to ask students to imagine 
how different Georgians may have reacted to this poster during the election. For example, what 
might a rural farmer think about the poster versus an urban manufacturer? Students may 
recognize similar techniques being used in modern campaigns. Ask students to think about times 
when a politician argued that they understood the people better than their opponent. Do students 
think this technique works?  
 
[Political Handbill for Euguene Talmadge] 
 Eugene Talmadge served as governor from 1933-1937, 1941-1943, and was elected again in 
1946. During his governorship he promoted limited government, low taxes, and the plight of the 
farmer. This handbill comes from Talmadge’s final gubernatorial election of 1946. The issues of 
this election reflect the greater issues at play in post-WWII Georgia. The federal courts had 
declared the Democratic Party’s white primary invalid and Talmadge ran promising to preserve it 
and retain the racial hierarchy in Georgia. He also promised to lead Georgia through the post-war 
era. Throughout the handbill, Talmadge references the danger of communism and socialism, a 
fear that developed further in the Cold War years. Similar to his previous elections, Talmadge 
focused on issues close to the heart of white citizens in rural Georgia. The county unit system, 
which favored rural areas, helped Talmadge win his final election despite losing the popular vote. 
Talmadge’s death in December 21, 1946, led to the infamous “three governors controversy.” After 
reading this handbill, students should be able to summarize the political tactics and ideologies of 
Eugene Talmadge. The issues discussed in the handbill will also provide students with an 
understanding of the main issues being debated in Georgia during this period.  
 
[The Mexican cotton boll weevil] 
 The boll weevil took up residence in Georgia’s cotton fields between 1915 and the early 
1990s and the infestation made cotton production unprofitable. This booklet, created by the 
Georgia State Board of Entomology in 1916, offered farmers some insight into the boll weevil 
infestation. The map from the booklet gives a good visual representation of just how massive the 
boll weevil infestation was. The other page provided from the booklet offers students a look at the 
scientific make-up of the boll weevil. Putting the two pages together will give students a picture of 
how a small insect impacted such a large area of the country. Understanding the poor economic 
situation the boll weevil created for cotton farmers may help students better understand the two 
primary sources related to Eugene Talmadge. How might farmers dealing with the boll weevil 
infestation react to Eugene Talmadge?  
 
[Works Progress Administration District 8 scrapbook and photo album] 
 President Franklin D. Roosevelt created the Works Progress Administration (WPA) by 
executive order in 1935 as a part of his New Deal. The WPA acted as a work-relief program hiring 
unemployed citizens to build roads, bridges, airports, public parks, and other public facilities. 
WPA programs also included the federal art, music, theater, and writer’s projects. People were also 
employed for other tasks, including sewing, bookbinding and working in schools. The photos in 



this set are from the WPA District 8 scrapbook. The images show WPA activities in the Savannah 
area between 1940 and 1941. These images show Georgians involved in various types of work 
under the auspices of the WPA.  
 Breakdown of images in WPA scrapbook 

1. Book repair program  
2. Community farm 
3. Draftsmen  
4. Map of WPA activities in Savannah 
5. Negro sewing room 
6. Nutritional lunch program 
7. Pin Point adult education class 
8. White sewing room  
9. Writer’s project achievement week 

 
Selected Bibliography  
Sullivan, Buddy in association with the Georgia Historical Society. Georgia: A State 

History. Charleston: Arcadia Publishing, 2003.  
“Boll Weevil.” New Georgia Encyclopedia.
 http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-2088&sug=y  
“Eugene Talmadge.” New Georgia Encyclopedia. 
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-1393&sug=y  
“New Deal.” New Georgia Encyclopedia.
 http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-2733&sug=y  
 
Impact of WWII on Georgia  
 

When America entered World War II in 1941, Georgia entered a new period of history. 
Georgia hosted more military installations than any other state besides Texas. Approximately 
320,000 Georgians fought in the war and the men, women, and children on the home front built 
ships and airplanes, manufactured ammunitions, grew victory gardens, bought and sold war 
bonds, wrote letters to soldiers, and more. In mobilizing for the war effort, Georgia’s economy 
shifted more towards industry and manufacturing than ever before, bringing Georgia more fully 
into the modern era. Primary sources from this period provide a visual and textual record of just 
how much Georgia impacted the war effort and in turn just how much the war impacted Georgia. 
This set offers six primary sources related to this WWII in Georgia. Page two of SS8H9 offers links 
to additional primary and secondary sources for further study.  
 
Sources for impact of WWII on Georgia 
Lamar Q. Ball Photograph Collection: World War II in Georgia.
 http://cdm.sos.state.ga.us/cdm4/lball.php    
Letter from President Franklin D. Roosevelt to William Dodd, Ambassador to Germany.
 December 2, 1935. Folder: Germany: William E. Dodd: 1933-35. Franklin D. Roosevelt
 Library, Hyde Park, New York
 http://docs.fdrlibrary.marist.edu/PSF/BOX32/t299w01.html  

October 30, 1935 letter from William Dodd to FDR. Folder: Germany: William E. Dodd:
 1933 35. Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, Hyde Park, New York.
 http://docs.fdrlibrary.marist.edu/PSF/BOX32/t299w03.html  

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-2088&sug=y
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-1393&sug=y
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-2733&sug=y
http://cdm.sos.state.ga.us/cdm4/lball.php


USO Club, St. Mary's Catholic School Dance. Foltz Photography Studio (Savannah, Ga.)
 photographs, 1899-1960. MS1360. Courtesy of the Georgia Historical Society.  
“Georgia Schools at War, 1944.” World War II Exhibit Collection, MS 1548. Courtesy of the
 Georgia Historical Society  
McEvoy Shipyard during WWII, Collection of Photographs, 1870-1960, MS1361MP. Courtesy of
 the Georgia Historical Society. 
Union Bag & Paper Company, Union Camp , 1942. Foltz Photography Studio (Savannah, Ga.)
 photographs, 1899-1960, MS 1360. Courtesy of the Georgia Historical Society  
 
 [Letter from President Franklin D. Roosevelt to William Dodd]  
 Franklin D. Roosevelt has a special connection to Georgia. In 1924, FDR came to Warm 
Springs, Georgia seeking healing from the naturally occurring warm springs in the area. FDR 
believed that his time spent swimming in the pools at Warm Springs and bathing in the warm sun 
brought some improvement to his polio stricken legs. With  his help, Warm Springs developed into 
a polio treatment center (Roosevelt Warm Springs Institute for Rehabilitation). Roosevelt visited 
Warm Springs often during his time as Governor of New York and later president of the United 
States. The home he built in Warm Springs is known as “the little white house” because Roosevelt 
spent so much time there during his presidency. Some historians argue that Roosevelt’s New Deal 
polices were inspired partially by his experiences in the poverty stricken rural areas surrounding 
his home in Warm Springs.  

FDR left behind a trail of visual and textual primary sources detailing his time in Georgia. 
Page two of SS8H9 includes a link to an essay titled “Shaping a Presidential Image” which uses 
photographs of FDR in Georgia coupled with oral histories and writings to examine how the 
President used his time at Warm Springs to build a presidential image. The letter included in this 
primary source set was written by FDR while at Warm Springs. The letter was a response to the 
Ambassador to Germany William Dodd’s letter describing the political situation in Germany in 
1935. Both letters are available through the FDR Presidential Library and Museum. The content of 
the letters makes this source excellent for discussing not only FDR’s role in Georgia, but also the 
situation in Europe and the United States in the years just prior to WWII. A good framing 
question for examining this letter could be, based on these letters, do you believe FDR knew war 
would breakout in less than four years?” Students may need additional information from their 
textbook or other secondary sources like those linked on page two of SS8H9 to understand the 
references in the letters. For example, both letters reference the 1935 Neutrality Acts which 
imposed a general embargo on trading arms and war materials but rejected Roosevelt’s request for 
provisions allowing the President to impose sanctions selectively.  
 
[USO Club, St. Mary's Catholic School Dance] 

The United Service Organization was created in 1941 to bring together organizations like 
the Salvation Army, Young Men’s Christian Association, Young Women’s Christian Association, 
National Catholic Community Services, National Travelers Aid Association, and the National 
Jewish Welfare Board. The USO was tasked with lifting the spirits of the troops. This image is from 
a dance at St. Mary’s Catholic School put on by a USO club in Savannah, Georgia. Showing this 
image in class could also provide a backdrop for discussion on the important role African-
Americans played in WWII and the impact of WWII on race relations.  
 
[McEvoy Shipyard during WWII] 
 One of the most significant contributions of Georgians to the war effort was the building 
of “Liberty Ships” in Savannah and Brunswick. Liberty Ships were made quickly, cheaply, and in 



large quantities to fill the critical need for ships to transport cargo and troops from the United 
States to the two war fronts.  This image shows ships being built at the McEvoy Shipyard in 
Savannah. This photograph could be used as a visual representation of the important role played 
by civilians in the war effort. It could also be a starting point to discuss the economic impact of 
WWII on America’s depressed economy.  
 
[Union Bag & Paper Company, 1942] 

During World War II the Union Bag and Paper Company built a second plant to keep up 
with demand. During the war, the company hired women to positions formerly only held by men. 
From this image, students can make conclusions about life on the home front during the war and 
the impact the war had on the role of women in Georgia’s society.  
 
[“Georgia Schools at War, 1944.”] 
 Created to promote the sale of war savings bonds, this booklet could be a great tool for 
learning about Georgia during World War II. Students may find this source particularly engaging 
because it was originally intended for a school-age audience and shows what students their age were 
doing in 1944. The booklet also offers an interesting description of the life of a war savings bond 
and a cartoon likely drawn by Dr. Seuss. Theodor Seuss Geisel, also known as Dr. Seuss, created 
many political cartoons relating to the war in Europe during his time as chief editorial cartoonist 
for the New York newspaper PM between 1940 and 1948. The squander bug, featured in the 
cartoon, was Seuss’s adaptation of character designed by the British National Savings Committee. 
The squander bug became an internationally recognizable character.  
 
[Lamar Q. Bell Photographs]  
 The Georgia State Archives has digitized Lamar Q. Ball’s collection of photographs 
collected for his multivolume history of World War II in Georgia. The photographs depict 
Georgia’s contribution to World War II from manufacturing to military training. The images date 
from 1934 to 1945. Students can search the entire collection online and save low resolution 
copies. Students could be tasked with creating their own visual history of Georgia during World 
War II using images from this collection. Students could be asked to search through the images to 
find examples of the various ways Georgia contributed to the war effort. Students could use 
technology to create a documentary featuring the images from this collection and their own well-
researched script.  
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Sullivan, Buddy in association with the Georgia Historical Society. Georgia: A State 

History. Charleston: Arcadia Publishing, 2003.  
Lanning, Kaye. “Shaping a Presidential Image: FDR in Georgia.” The Georgia Historical
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 Correspondence of Southern Women.” The Georgia Historical Quarterly, Vol. 76, No. 2.
 Published by the Georgia Historical Society. 
F. N. Boney. “G. I. Georgia: The Army in the State During World War II.” The Georgia
 Historical Quarterly , Vol. 71, No. 2 (Summer, 1987), pp. 297-308. Published by:
 Georgia Historical Society 
“World War II in Georgia.” New Georgia Encyclopedia.
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“Franklin D. Roosevelt in Georgia.” New Georgia Encyclopedia.
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Suggested online tools for classroom implementation  
 
Link to the pages described by clicking on the arrows 
 

The Library of Congress has developed an excellent inquiry based primary source analysis 
tool with teacher guides for a variety of source types.  
 
SCIM-C (Summarizing, Contextualizing, Inferring, Monitoring, and Corroborating). A method 
for analyzing primary sources in the classroom. The website offers an explanation of SCIM-C, 
demonstrations of SCIM-C’s use and research and evidence to support the SCIM-C approach.  

 
LDC is a model for teaching literacy in the content areas.The website offers detailed 
information about the LDC model, fill-in-the-blank templates, sample modules, and other 
guidance and support.  

 
Ready to use classroom activity  
 
Georgia Goes to War  
 
Standards: SS8H9, L6-8RH7, L6-8WHST2, L6-8WHST8 
 

Goal: To introduce students to the ways World War II impacted Georgians both on the battlefield 
and on the home front.  
 

Objectives (The student will be able to…)  
• give an example of at least three ways Georgians participated in World War II  
• discuss the economic impact World War II had on Georgia  
• explain how World War II changed impacted the role of women in Georgia  
• discuss the role of African Americans in World War II  
• use technology and primary sources to create a multimedia presentation  

 

Procedures  
1. Have students read a general introduction to Georgia in World War II either from their 

textbook or another source like those provided on the second page of SS8H9. The article 
titled G.I. Georgia would be a good choice for students with advanced reading levels.  

2. Show the students the December 31 segment of Today in Georgia History 
(http://www.todayingeorgiahistory.org/content/world-war-ii-and-georgia) 

3. Explain to students that they will be creating their own short segment related to Georgia 
during WWII. Pass out the assignment sheet provided below.  

4. Either assign or let students choose a particular topic to cover related to Georgia during 
WWII. Here is a list of potential topics: Georgia women in WWII, African Americans in 
WWII, Liberty Ships, Manufacturing in WWII, Georgia home front in WWII, FDR and 
Georgia, Georgia’s military installations, Georgia soldiers in WWII… 

5. Point students to the primary sources provided for SS8H9 and the links on page two of 
SS8H9 for potential sources for their documentary.  

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-2727&sug=y
http://www.todayingeorgiahistory.org/content/world-war-ii-and-georgia
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html
http://www.historicalinquiry.com/
http://www.literacydesigncollaborative.org/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html�
http://www.historicalinquiry.com/�
http://www.literacydesigncollaborative.org/�


6. Explain to students that they must provide proper citation for all images used in the 
production of their documentaries. 

7. After allowing time for students to produce their documentaries have a classroom showing 
of the segments. Students could be asked to provide a quiz to accompany their segment.  



Georgians at War Documentary Assignment 
 
Introduction:  
 
For this assignment, you will use primary source materials to create your own short documentary 
about a particular aspect of life in Georgia during World War II. You will be scored on historical 
accuracy, proper citation of primary sources, and compliance with all requirements listed.  
 
Use the Opening America’s Archives webpage to gather your primary sources and do research for 
your script. Go to http://georgiahistorytps.wordpress.com/ and follow the links to SS8H9 – Impact 
of WWII on Georgia found in the Primary Source Set titled “Moving Towards Modern Georgia.” 
Page two of SS8H9 has links to additional primary sources as well as secondary sources to help you 
develop your script.   
 
Requirements: 

• Your documentary must be at least two minutes in length and not longer than five 
minutes.  

• You must use at least 5 primary sources in your documentary 
• You must provide a written script with proper citation of sources  
• Your script must be historically accurate and based on scholarly research  

 
How to make your documentary:  
 
You can make your documentary using free online software such as those linked below or by downloading 
video editing software like Microsoft’s Windows Live Essentials: Movie Maker 
(http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows-live/movie-maker-get-started). Your documentary could 
also be in the form of slides using Microsoft PowerPoint, GooleDocs presentations, or Preszi 
(http://prezi.com/index/)   

• Voice Thread (http://ed.voicethread.com/)  
• Primary Access (http://www.primaryaccess.org/)  
• StupieFlix (http://studio.stupeflix.com/)  
• Animoto (http://animoto.com/education/)  
• Footable (http://www.fotobabble.com/)  
• Smilebox Slidshow(http://www.smilebox.com/slideshows.html)   

 

http://georgiahistorytps.wordpress.com/
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows-live/movie-maker-get-started
http://prezi.com/index/
http://ed.voicethread.com/
http://www.primaryaccess.org/
http://studio.stupeflix.com/
http://animoto.com/education/
http://www.fotobabble.com/
http://www.smilebox.com/slideshows.html
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