
 
Teacher Guide 
Primary Source Set 2: Civil War, Reconstruction, and the New South  
 
Introduction 
 
The Teacher Guides for each Primary Source Set are intended to: 

• Help the teacher introduce primary sources. 
• Provide context to each of the sources within the set. 
• Give background information both general to the time period and specific to the primary 

source. 
• Examine which sources exist for each period and also how historians use these sources to 

draw conclusions. 
• Make available ready-made classroom activities and a full bibliography of the sources for 

proper citation.  
 
Impact of the Civil War and Reconstruction in Georgia  
 
  Primary sources allow students to study all aspects of Georgia’s Civil War and 
Reconstruction period. Despite the destructive forces of war and time, excellent primary 
documents from this period still remain. The economic, social, and political issues debated 
leading up to the Civil War come to life in political speeches, newspaper articles, broadsides, 
legislation, etc. The experience of war is revealed in images, diaries, letters, and reminiscences of 
those who lived through the period. Images, legislation, newspaper coverage, diaries, and 
literature benefit the study of life and politics during Reconstruction.  

Historians use the term “watershed” to describe the most significant and impactful events 
in history. For example, historians studying Ireland debate whether or not the famine from the 
1840s was a watershed event or not. A similar debate could be held on whether or not the Civil 
War and Reconstruction were watershed events in Georgia’s history. After studying the Civil War 
and Reconstruction through primary and secondary sources, students should be able to give a clear 
argument as to what extent they believe the Civil War was a watershed event. With this framework 
in mind, students can approach the primary sources and secondary sources they read with purpose 
and direction. This primary source set includes five primary sources related to this period. Page 
two of SS8H6 offers links to additional primary and secondary sources for further investigation.  
 
Sources for the Civil War and Reconstruction in Georgia  
“An Address Delivered Before the Georgia Democratic State Convention Held at Milledgeville,
 July 4th, 1856 by Hon. William H. Stiles of Chatham.” Rare Pamphlet Collection,
 E435.S85 1856. Courtesy of the Georgia Historical Society.   
Letter from Robert Hamilton Harris to Martha "Mattie" Love, c.1861-1863, Sapelo Island,
 Georgia. Robert Hamilton Harris Collection, MS 2135. Courtesy of the Georgia Historical
 Society.  
Pardon of William Jones by President Andrew Johnson, 25 August 1865 William Jones Papers, MS
 449. Courtesy of the Georgia Historical Society  
The first colored senator and representatives in the 41st and 42nd Congress of the United States
 Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division, LC-DIG-ppmsca-17564 



Slave cabins on St. Catherines Island, William E. Wilson Photographs Album, and Gelatin Dry
 Plate Negatives, MS 1375. Courtesy of the Georgia Historical Society. 
 
 
Civil War  

Fighting in the Civil War began in 1861 and ended in 1865. The Reconstruction period 
began when fighting ended and came to its unofficial end when all federal troops were removed 
from the South in 1877. The road to the Civil War started long before the first shot was fired at 
Fort Sumter and its impact is still felt today. As the colonies transitioned to statehood and the 
country began to expand through the addition of new western territories, tensions developed 
between the increasingly urban industrialist free-labor Northern states and the largely rural 
agrarian Southern states that depended on slavery for economic prosperity. Starting in the 1820s 
and 1830s these tensions played out at the capitol as politicians from both regions fought ardently 
for policies that matched their region’s needs and ideologies. A series of crises and compromises 
filled the years leading up to disunion and the American Civil War. Every Georgian felt the impact 
of the war in some way, whether they gained their freedom from slavery, left their family to fight, 
lost property, felt hunger and fear, or agonized over a loved one on the battle field.  

Students can investigate issues of slavery, states’ rights, tariffs, nullification, expansion of 
slavery to the Western territories, and the like through primary source materials. For example, this 
primary source set includes a speech given at the Georgia State Democratic Convention in 1856. 
The speaker lays out his view of the history of the United States since the Revolution with an 
emphasis on the issues of the 1856 election which included the expansion of slavery into the 
western territories, states’ rights, the abolition movement, and secession. Students can also learn 
about the experiences of those living through the war with the aid of primary sources. For 
example, this set also includes a letter written by a Confederate soldier to his future wife while 
stationed on a remote island off the coast of Georgia.  
 
[Source: Democratic Convention Address, 1856] 

Historians agree that the election of Republican Abraham Lincoln in 1860 was one of the 
immediate causes of the Civil War. Four years earlier, Savannah native John Charles Fremont ran 
unsuccessfully for president as the first Republican candidate. The sectional split of the vote in this 
election foreshadowed the 1860 election results. On July 4, 1856, Georgia Democrats held their 
state convention in Milledgeville. This rare pamphlet has a transcript of the address given by 
William H. Stiles at the Georgia State Democratic Convention in 1856. In his address, Stiles does 
several things. First, he gives a brief history of the American Revolution. Next, Stiles compares the 
issues of the American Revolution to the issues of his day (i.e. state’s rights, nullification crisis, 
bleeding Kansas, compromise of 1850, etc…). Finally, Stiles outlines the reasons for supporting 
Democratic candidate Buchanan against Republican candidate Fremont. This pamphlet could be 
presented to students in excerpts or as a whole. The PDF linked on the primary source set includes 
a transcribed excerpt from the pamphlet.  

Using this address, students can practice skills of detecting bias, interpreting persuasive 
speeches, and gathering information from an informational text. After reading this address, 
students should be able to list several political and economic issues existing before the Civil War, 
explain the basic ideology of the Southern Democratic Party, and develop further questions for 
investigation. Students may be interested in reading materials from the Republican Party during 
the 1856 election as a comparison. On the second page of SS8H6 there is a link to the Georgia 
Historical Society’s curriculum for honoree John Charles Fremont. The political career page of 



this curriculum contains a unit plan on the 1856 election and a primary source gallery that 
includes Republican Party materials from the 1856 election.  
 
[Source: Robert Hamilton Harris Letter, 1863] 

Robert Hamilton Harris (1842-1929), of Thomasville, Georgia, served in Company A, 
29th Regiment of the Georgia Infantry. On October 13, 1863, Harris married Martha "Mattie" 
Love (1845-1900). Several of Harris' letters to Mattie, before and after they were married, have 
been preserved. In them Harris discusses life as a soldier and reflects on the separation of loved 
ones during this period. This particular letter includes Harris’s hand-drawn map of Sapelo Island. 
During the Civil War, sea islands like Sapelo were strategically important because of the Union’s 
emphasis on creating a naval blockade of the Southern coastline.  

This letter, and other similar sources, reveals a more personal perspective on a war that 
touched every person in Georgia. Students may be surprised at the content of the letter. Did they 
expect a soldier to discuss collecting shells? Do they find it interesting that you might need 
permission from someone’s parents to simply write them a letters? Reading this letter could also 
generate good discussion on why we preserve materials like these. Do students think it is important 
to save personal correspondence? How will future historians study us? Will they read our 
Facebook messages and texts to gain an understanding of what everyday life was like for us?   

 
Reconstruction  

Under President Andrew Johnson, Reconstruction, or the restoration of the seceded states 
to the United States of America, began. In May of 1865, Johnson issued a proclamation of pardon 
to nearly all those engaged in the war. The 13th Amendment to the United States Constitution 
prohibiting slavery in the United States was ratified, the war debt declared null and void, and the 
Freedman’s Bureau was established to help former slaves transition to freedom. The United States 
Congress thought the President was being too lenient with the former Confederate states. Some 
leaders considered the South conquered territory and denied southern representatives their seats. 
Congress made several new laws to protect the freed slaves, including the 14th Amendment, which 
guaranteed all African Americans full citizenship.  

Congressional Reconstruction policies were not easily accepted by many of the white 
citizens, leading to resentment, resistance, and sometimes violence. Some examples include the 
expelling of African-American legislators in 1868 and the Camilla massacre the same year. This 
period also saw the rise of the Ku Klux Klan. Georgia was not readmitted into the Union until July 
of 1871 after the reinstatement of federal military rule and the passage of the 15th amendment. 
Although federal troops left Georgia in 1871, Reconstruction was considered officially over in 1877 
with the passage of a new constitution for Georgia and the removal of federal troops from all 
southern states.  

The National Council for the Social Studies has developed ten themes to create national 
social studies standards. Theme two is titled “Time, Continuity, and Change.” This is a very broad 
theme and deals with a student’s ability to interpret events in the past through research, 
investigation, and other forms of inquiry. This theme provides an excellent framework to study 
Georgia during the Reconstruction and New South era. Through this framework, students can 
investigate how life in Georgia both changed and remained unchanged after the Civil War. For 
example, the students could study Georgia’s economy through the lens of continuity and change. 
Students might find that there was a greater emphasis on industry in the south after the Civil War 
but agricultural products like cotton remained the staple of the southern economy. Students could 
also conclude that while African Americans gained freedoms from the 13th, 14th, and 15th 
amendments, these rights were negated by Jim Crow policies. Three of the five primary sources for 



SS8H6 relate to the reconstruction period. Page two of SS8H6 provides additional links to 
primary and secondary sources.  

 
[Source: William Jones Pardon, 1865] 

William Jones was a planter in Columbia County, Georgia. Following the Civil War, Jones 
was pardoned by President Andrew Johnson on August 25, 1865. On December 5, 1865, Jones 
took an amnesty oath pledging to support and abide by the Constitution of the United States. This 
pledge was required for anyone who wished to vote or participate in the Reconstruction 
government. From this record, students can better understand Reconstruction policies under 
President Andrew Johnson specifically and the effects of war more generally. Students can discuss 
why pardons were given, why an oath was required, and how these policies were likely received by 
different groups. What opinion did some Republicans in Congress have of the pardons? Was it 
easy for the former Confederate soldiers to sign the oath? How might the roles of victor, enemy, 
and loser be different in a civil war versus a war between foreign states?  
 
[Source: First Colored Senator and Representatives] 

This group portrait shows the first African-American congressmen to serve in the United 
States Congress. During Reconstruction, Republicans gained the upper hand in Georgia politics, 
and African Americans served in Congress at both the state and national level. Thirty-two African 
Americans were elected to the Georgia Assembly in 1868. Standing in the back on the right side is 
Jefferson Long, Georgia’s first African-American senator. At Reconstruction’s end, Democrats 
gained control of political power and an African American would not represent Georgia in 
Congress again until Andrew Young in 1972.  

Not only does this primary source provide an interesting visual for students to engage with, 
but it also provides an opportunity for historical inquiry in the classroom. As with all visual 
sources, students should pay careful attention to the title and caption information provided. 
Students could be asked what they can learn from the title. Students may need to do some 
investigating to discover what years the 41st and 42nd Congress was held. Students could also be 
asked what they find interesting about what states the congressmen hail from. Does this raise any 
questions? The caption information also provides an opportunity to discuss the Library of 
Congress with students. Why would this image be stored at the Library of Congress? From this 
image, students may be prompted to investigate the history of African Americans serving in 
Congress. There are several great online resources on this topic including the Black Americans in 
Congress webpage (http://baic.house.gov/).  
 
[Source: Slave Cabins on St. Catharines Island] 
 For African Americans living in Georgia, the Reconstruction and New South periods were 
a time of both continuity and change. Between 1883 and 1892, photographer William E. Wilson 
documented the lives of sharecroppers and day-to-day life in Georgia through his photography. 
Wilson made his living doing portraits but he had a passion for documentary photography. This 
type of photography focuses on capturing the everyday. Unlike a posed portrait, these photographs 
show a more unstaged view of life in the Savannah area during the late 1880s and early 1890s. This 
image shows a group of unidentified African Americans posed outside of a former slave cabin on 
St. Catharines Island. Before revealing the date of the photograph, ask students to guess what 
period this image is from. Students may guess that the people in the photograph are slaves. It is 
reasonable to guess that the subjects of this photograph were sharecroppers. From this image, 
students can begin a discussion on how life changed and remained the same for African-Americans 
living in Georgia during this period. Have students investigate some of the additional primary and 

http://baic.house.gov/


secondary sources linked on page two of SS8H6 to discover more about continuity and change for 
African Americans after the Civil War.  
 
Selected bibliography  
Bailey, Ann. War and Ruin: William T. Sherman and the Savannah Campaign. Wilmington:
 Scholarly Resources, 2003.  
Brown, Barry, L. and Gordon R. Elwell. Crossroads of Conflict: A Guide to Civil War Sites in
 Georgia. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2012.  
Sullivan, Buddy in association with the Georgia Historical Society. Georgia: A State 

History. Charleston: Arcadia Publishing, 2003.  
“Civil War in Georgia: Overview.” New Georgia Encyclopedia.
 http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-3709&sug=y 
“Secession.” New Georgia Encyclopedia.
 http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-1085  
“Reconstruction in Georgia.” New Georgia Encyclopedia.
 http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-2533  
 
Political Society and Economic Changes in Georgia Between 1877 and 1918 
 

After the Civil War, Georgians may have felt like a “New South” had come. For recently freed 
African-Americans, this “New South” brought freedom, citizenship, voting rights, and election to 
public office. To those of the former planter class the “New South” may have felt like one of defeat 
and destruction. Everyone living in Georgia after the Civil War had to face the harsh realities of 
economic devastation and uncertainty. As Reconstruction carried on, conflicting views on what 
“New South” Georgia should be like developed. In some cases, these clashing viewpoints resulted 
in violent conflict. Examples of such violence include the Camilla Massacre of 1868 and the 
lynching of Leo Frank in 1915.  

Historians generally date the “New South” to 1877. By this year all federal troops had pulled 
out of Georgia, Democrats had gained back control of the state government, and Georgia had 
adopted a new constitution. The term “New South” was popularized by influential Georgians such 
as Joseph E. Brown, Alfred H. Colquitt, and John B. Gordon. To these three influential 
Georgians, also known as the Bourbon Triumvirate, along with other important men like Henry 
Grady the “New South” meant a Georgia with a modernized economy based on Northern 
manufacturing investment and diversified agriculture. But for these men, the New South did not 
include a new social structure, new rights for African Americans, or new political parties.  

As Georgia moved forward into the early twentieth century, dissenting viewpoints on what 
exactly “New South” Georgia should look like emerged. The Populist movement felt that 
agriculture should lead the way in “New South” Georgia and not “big business.” The Progressives 
fought for the improvement of social conditions through improving education, limiting immoral 
behavior, and helping the needy. Despite their progressive economic and social values, most 
influential white leaders felt that the “New South” should not include equality for African 
Americans. In fact, many leaders of the “New South” movement openly promoted white supremacy 
and disfranchisement of African Americans as seen through the passage of Jim Crow Laws and the 
passage of the 1908 literacy test amendment. Within the African-American community there were 
conflicting opinions on how to establish their role as equal citizens in “New South” Georgia. The 
term “New South” is hard to define because of all these conflicting voices; however, it represents 
an integral period of history in Georgia that demands careful study and attention.  Primary sources 
offer one avenue for students to investigate this complicated and important period. This primary 

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-3709&sug=y
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-1085
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-2533


source set offers eight sources related directly to this period of Georgia’s history. The second page 
of SS8H7 includes additional primary and secondary sources from the years 1877 to 1918.  
 
Sources for political, social, and economic changes in Georgia between 1877 and 1918. 
Official Guide to the Cotton States and International Exposition. The Georgia Historical Society
 Rare Book Collection, RB T427.A1 C85 1895. Courtesy of the Georgia Historical Society  
Booker T. Washington. “Atlanta Exposition Speech,” September 18, 1895. Typescript with
 autograph corrections. Booker T. Washington Papers, Manuscript Division, Library of
 Congress(002.00.00). 
 http://myloc.gov/Exhibitions/naacp/prelude/ExhibitObjects/BookerTWashingtonSpeech.aspx  
From Darkness to Light - Dedicated to the Atlanta Exposition.  L1979-40_12, 19th & Early 20th

 Century Labor Prints, 1863-1908, Special Collections and Archives, Georgia State
 University, Atlanta 
Grady, Henry.  “The South and Her Problems.” In The New South, and Other Addresses with
 Biography, Critical Opinions, and Explanatory Notes by Edna Henry Lee Turpin. 42-53.
 New York: Maynard, Merrill & co., 1904.  
Included in Newspaper Coverage about the Leo Frank Case 

Craig, Britt. “How Detectives Trailed Clues in Phagan Murder Case.” The Atlanta 
Constitution. 27 July 1913, F2. Steve Oney Papers, 1896-2009, MS 2361. Courtesy of the 
Georgia Historical Society 

  
 Stiles, Vernon. “Phagan Trial will be Great Legal Battle.” The Atlanta Constitution. 27 July 
 1913, F3. Steve Oney Papers, 1896-2009, MS 2361. Courtesy of the Georgia Historical Society 

 
“Leo Frank’s Throat Cut By State Farm Prisoner.” The Atlanta Constitution. 18 July 1915, A1. 
Steve Oney Papers, 1896-2009, MS 2361. Courtesy of the Georgia Historical Society. 
 
“Conley’s Lawyer Says: “’Ill Prove Frank Innocent.” The Atlanta Georgian. 3 October 1914, A1. 
Steve Oney Papers, 1896-2009, MS 2361. Courtesy of the Georgia Historical Society  
 
“The Phagan Murder Case.” The Southern Fancier-Farmer: The Grower’s Practical Helper 26, 
no. 10 (Aug 1913). Agriculture Pamphlets Vertical File. Courtesy of the Georgia Historical 
Society 

 “The Fury of the Mob,” and “The Death of Sam Hose.” Athens Weekly Banner, Apr. 28, 1899, 
page 4. Presented online by the Digital Library of Georgia.  
Ida B. Wells-Barnett. Lynch Law in Georgia. Chicago: Chicago Colored Citizens, 1899. Daniel
 A.P. Murray Pamphlet Collection, Rare Book and Special Collections Division, Library of
 Congress http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/lcrbmrp.t1612     
"More than Three Hundred and Sixty Soldiers Loose Life in Big Shipwreck." Daily Times
 Enterprise, October 12, 1918. South Georgia Historic Newspaper Archive. Presented
 Online by the Digital Library of Georgia 
 
 
Sources related to the Atlanta Cotton States Exposition, 1895 
 The Cotton States Exposition, held in Atlanta in 1895, is the perfect case study for “New 
South” Georgia. In effect, the Cotton States and International Exposition was a commercial for 
industry and progress in the “New South.” Leaders hoped to lure investors and business men to set 
up shop in Georgia. The Exposition offers interesting sources on the status of women and African 

http://myloc.gov/Exhibitions/naacp/prelude/ExhibitObjects/BookerTWashingtonSpeech.aspx
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/lcrbmrp.t1612


Americans in the “New South” through the exhibits dedicated to these two groups and Booker T. 
Washington’s famous “Atlanta Compromise” speech given at the opening of the exposition. 
Atlanta eventually purchased the grounds where the exposition was held and turned it into 
Piedmont Park. 
 
[Source: From Darkness to Light - Dedicated to the Atlanta Exposition.] 
 This print dedicated to the Atlanta Exposition gives a visual representation of the “New 
South.” The woman featured in the center of the image symbolizes the New South rising from the 
ashes of the Civil War. In her cornucopia, the female figure holds the agricultural and industrial 
products that promise to bring economic prosperity back to the South. The fairgrounds of the 
Cotton Exposition stand behind the female figure representing a picture of the New South’s bright 
future. Both the female figure and fairground share a classical motif. The female figure’s flowing 
robe is reminiscent of ancient dress. The cornucopia, which represents abundance and 
nourishment, has its origins in classical antiquity. The columns and canal featured in the 
fairgrounds image suggest a classical design and feel. The image evokes ideas of rebirth and 
renaissance, perhaps inspired by the European renaissance of the 16th century. The image is also 
reflective of early American Republican art because of its association with classical ideas of 
republicanism and democracy. The star above the female figures head may symbolize a heavenly 
blessing bestowed on the “New South” by God.  
 Depending on their background in art history, students may or may not be able to give a 
sophisticated formal analysis of this print. The straightforwardness of the imagery coupled with 
students’ prior understanding of “New South” themes should allow a fairly in-depth analysis from 
students of all levels of experience. Approaching analysis of this image in three parts may aid 
students in best understanding its meaning. First, have students analyze the bottom portion of the 
image. Have them describe the coloring, the objects, the way it makes them feel. Students should 
notice the 1865 date and be able to guess what they think this portion of the piece represents. Next, 
have the students analyze the female figure. What is she wearing? What is she holding? What is her 
posture like? What do the students think she represents? Then, have students analyze the 
background. Have them look for clues about where and when the background represents. Lastly, 
have the students put all the pieces together to give a summary of what the image represents. 
Struggling students may benefit from looking at the image like they would a commercial. Ask them 
how the image is trying to sell the “New South.”  
 
[Source: Official Guide to the Cotton States and International Exposition.] 
 Housed in the rare book collection of the Georgia Historical Society, this guide was used by 
attendees of the 1895 Cotton States and International Exposition in Atlanta, Georgia. The 
guidebook includes an introduction to the organization and purpose of the exhibit, a description 
of each exhibit, general information on Atlanta for visitors, and advertisements from local 
businesses and organizations. This primary source set includes selected pages from the guidebook. 
Using this resource, students can get a better understanding of what the Cotton States Exposition 
was all about. They can get a sense of the purpose and feel of the event. Students can also analyze 
how the exposition reflected what they have been learning about the “New South.” This source 
works well as a complement to the other Cotton States sources.  
  
[Source: Booker T. Washington. “Atlanta Compromise Speech,”] 
 Booker T. Washington’s “Atlanta Compromise Speech” is considered one of the most 
important speeches in American history. The speech was given at the opening of the Cotton Sates 
and International Exposition in Atlanta, Georgia on September 18, 1895. In the speech, 



Washington outlined what he believed African Americans should do in the face of racial tensions. 
Washington promoted vocational education and labor instead of agitation for social equality. The 
speech promoted a compromise between the whites and blacks of the South. Washington asked 
blacks not to agitate for equal rights, but to work hard at agricultural and vocational efforts. In 
return, Washington asked whites to trust blacks and give them opportunities in the New South’s 
industry and agriculture. Other prominent black leaders, such as W.E. B. Du Bois, disagreed with 
Washington’s “accommodationist” views. Page two of SS8H7 provides links to some of Du Boise’s 
writings for comparison.  
  
 
[Source: Grady, Henry.  “The South and Her Problems.”] 
 Henry Grady was one of the most celebrated and prominent figures in “New South” 
Georgia. Often labeled the “Spokesman of the New South,” Grady promoted the ideas of the “New 
South” as editor of the Atlanta Constitution. He also helped organize the first International 
Cotton Exposition in 1881. Grady believed the South needed to invest in industry and diversified 
farming. While widely popular, some did not agree with his push for trust and unity with the 
North to increase business investment in the south. Grady’s writing exemplifies an idealized “New 
South,” and in this short excerpt from one of his speeches, students can get an introduction to the 
“New South” ideology promoted by Henry Grady. Teachers can pose several leading questions to 
help students analyze the text. How would you describe Henry Grady’s vision of the “New South” 
in your own words? What problems does Henry Grady believe the South has to face? How does 
Grady address the issue of African Americans in Georgia? How does he discuss the Civil War? 
Page two of SS8H7 has links to additional writings by Grady. After reading these sources, students 
could be asked to produce written or verbal arguments about to what extent Henry Grady’s 
idealized “New South” was a reality.  
 
 [Source: Newspaper coverage of the Leo Frank Trial] 

After Reconstruction ended in Georgia, reports of violence became widespread throughout 
the state.  Georgia ranked second to Mississippi with 458 lynch victims between the end of 
Reconstruction and the early twentieth century.  The number of lynch victims peaked in 1899 
when 27 Georgians were killed.  Among the more high-profile lynch victims of Georgia was Leo 
Frank (August 17, 1915), a Jewish man of Atlanta who was convicted of murdering his 15-year-old 
employee (Mary Phagan). Leo Frank was raised in New York and came to Georgia in the early 
twentieth century  to manage the National Pencil Company. Frank was convicted largely on the 
testimony of Jim Conley, an African-American janitor working at the factory. After a series of 
failed appeals, including one to the U.S. Supreme Court, Frank’s lawyers appealed to Governor 
John. M. Slaton. After reviewing the case, Slaton commuted Frank’s sentence to life in prison. 
Feelings of outrage and anger, likely flared by populist newspaper editor Tom Watson’s writings, 
came to a head on August 17, 1915, when Leo Frank was hanged by a mob in Marietta, Georgia. 
Historians often use the trial and lynching of Leo Frank to discuss the conflicts and tensions 
existing in “New South” Georgia. 

Historians believe Leo Frank’s status as a Jewish businessman from the North played a role 
in making this such a high-profile case with so much public outrage. As students read the 
newspaper coverage of the trial provided in this set, they could be asked to what extent they believe 
this status played a role in the public discussion of his guilt or innocence. That Leo Frank was 
convicted on the testimony of an African-American employee also sets the case apart from others 
of the period. Students could be asked if they are surprised by this fact based on what they have 
learned about the time period. Students could also be asked how Jim Conley is handled in the 



newspaper coverage. Students may find the Leo Frank case a frustrating study because it is 
impossible to know exactly what happened on the night of April 26, 1913, when Mary Phagan went 
to pick up her pay from the National Pencil Factory. This frustration could provide a good 
opportunity to explain that history is not just a study of facts. Students will not be able to answer 
definitively who killed Mary Phagan, but through primary source analysis they can participate in an 
informed discussion on what we can learn about “New South” Georgia from the story of Leo 
Frank.  

 
[Sources: Ida B. Wells-Barnett. Lynch Law in Georgia. / Weekly Banner on Sam Hose Lynching.] 
 Ida B. Wells-Barnett booklet “Lynch Law in Georgia,” and the Weekly Banner newspaper 
coverage of the Sam Hose lynching provided in this primary source set offer two differing views on 
lynching in Georgia. “Lynch Law in Georgia” was published by the Colored Citizens of Chicago in 
1882. This publication is a good illustration of the reform efforts of African Americans who left 
the South for industrial cities in the North during the “Great Migration.” It includes the report of 
the findings of a white investigator hired by Ida B. Wells-Barnett to investigate the lynching of Sam 
Hose and ten other African Americans in Georgia. The Athens Weekly Banner was published in 
the Athens, Georgia area. As students read the two reports, they should take note of the similarities 
and differences in how the authors handle the subject of lynching in Georgia. Students should 
brainstorm reasons for these differences. Working with these two documents, students should 
learn both content and practice literacy skills associated with comparing written sources from 
different viewpoints. In both cases, students will strengthen their understanding of the importance 
of where a source comes from. This understanding should help them interpret sources of 
information in their own everyday life.  
 
[Source: "More than Three Hundred and Sixty Soldiers Loose Life in Big Shipwreck."]  
 Between 1917 and 1918, Georgians experienced a world at war. Georgia played an 
important role in World War I. There were five major military installations located in the state of 
Georgia and several war-training camps. Civilians participated in the war effort by purchasing 
bonds, growing liberty gardens, manufacturing ammunitions, and other volunteer efforts. On 
September 25th, 1918, an estimated 130 men from Georgia lost their lives in a tragic accident as a 
violent wave caused a crash between the Otranto and Kashmir, two ships carrying troops to 
England. The crash caused the Otranto to veer off course and sink. The small town of Nashville, 
Georgia lost 20 citizens in the accident. Residents of Nashville erected a monument to the victims 
of the disaster after the war.  
 The front page of the Daily Times Enterprise on October 12, 1918, covers more WWI 
topics than the Otranto sinking.  The front page offers general war news and, in the left corner, an 
ad for war bonds and stamps. Students can imagine themselves as a Georgia citizen in 1918 reading 
their morning newspaper. What reaction would they have to the Otranto sinking? How are the war 
efforts going? Does the ad make you consider purchasing a war bond? Using the Digital Library of 
Georgia, students can search multiple historic newspaper archives by date. Students could 
potentially read hundreds of newspaper articles covering WWI. Students may notice some 
interesting patterns. A potential assignment could be to examine the differences in the way 
newspapers in Georgia covered WWI before and after the United States entered the war. Page two 
of SS8H7 offers links to additional primary and secondary sources related to World War One in 
Georgia.  
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 http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org. 
“Henry W. Grady (1850-1889).” .” New Georgia Encyclopedia.
 http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-2451&hl=y  
“Lynching.” New Georgia Encyclopedia.
 http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-2717&sug=y  
“World War I in Georgia.” New Georgia Encyclopedia.
 http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-3223&hl=y  
 
Suggested online tools for classroom implementation  
 
Link to the pages described by clicking on the arrows 
 

The Library of Congress has developed an excellent inquiry based primary source analysis 
tool with teacher guides for a variety of source types.  
 
SCIM-C (Summarizing, Contextualizing, Inferring, Monitoring, and Corroborating). A method 
for analyzing primary sources in the classroom. The website offers an explanation of SCIM-C, 
demonstrations of SCIM-C’s use and research and evidence to support the SCIM-C approach.  

 
LDC is a model for teaching literacy in the content areas. The website offers detailed 
information about the LDC model, fill-in-the-blank templates, sample modules, and other 
guidance and support.  

 
Ready to use classroom activity  
 
Understanding the “New South” through the 1895 Cotton States and International Exposition  
 
Standards: SS8H7, L6-8RH1, L6-8RH2, L6-8RH6, L6-8RH7, L6-8WHST1, L6-8WHST4 
 
Goal: To introduce students to the ideologies of the “New South” through primary source 
materials related to the 1895 Cotton States and International Exposition.  
 
Objectives (The student will be able to…)  

• explain the term “New South” as it was used by politicians, writers, and citizens in the 19th  
and early 20th century.  

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-906&sug=y
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-2451&hl=y
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-2717&sug=y
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-3223&hl=y
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html
http://www.historicalinquiry.com/
http://www.literacydesigncollaborative.org/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html�
http://www.historicalinquiry.com/�
http://www.literacydesigncollaborative.org/�


• explain how the Cotton States and International Exposition reflected “New South” 
ideology.  

• explain in what ways New South Georgia was socially and culturally different than the 
antebellum period, and in what ways it was similar. 

 
 
Procedures 

1. Before exposing students to the primary sources, give them some background to the term 
“New South” as it relates to Georgia History. As an introduction to the Cotton States 
exposition have students watch the Today in Georgia History  segment for September 18th 
(www.todayingeorgiahistory.com).  

2. Have students read the first three pages of the “Official Guide to the Cotton States and 
International Exposition.” After reading these pages, have the students write a paragraph 
that summarizes the goals and objectives of the organizers of the Cotton States Exposition 
and these goals relate to the ideas and desires of “New South” promoters like Henry Grady.  

3. Have the students read the excerpt from the “Official Guide to the Cotton States and 
International Exhibit” that describes the “Negro Building.” Lead a classroom discussion on 
how this relates to the various viewpoints about the role of African-Americans in the “New 
South.” Finally, ask students to write their opinion to what extent the exhibit reflected the 
reality of life for most African Americans in the South during this period.  

4. Read aloud the Booker T. Washington Speech, or have a student volunteer to read the 
speech. After hearing the speech, have the students summarize what they think Booker t. 
Washington’s vision of the “New South” was. Finally have the students discuss their initial 
reaction to this speech and why they think it was considered controversial.   

5. Show students the print “From Darkness to Light - Dedicated to the Atlanta Exposition.” 
Have students fold a piece of paper in three sections. In each piece of their paper, have 
students write down their thoughts of the three sections of the image described above in the 
teacher guide. After analyzing each section, have students write a summary paragraph on 
the back of their paper explaining the meaning and symbolism of the image.  

6. As a capstone activity, have students write a one-page-paper based on the following 
prompt: In what ways did the Cotton States and International Exposition serve to promote 
“New South” ideology?  

 

http://www.todayingeorgiahistory.com/
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