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AN IMPARTIAL INQUIRY.

The many reports, which have been industriously propa-

gated to the disadvantage of the Colony of Georgia, call for

an inquiry into the reasons and validity of them ; especially

at this dme, when the importance of the Province is so ne-

cessary to be known. And this inquiry will be made in the

plainest manner, as there is no intention to amuse or deceive

the public, but only to lay the naked truth before them ; or

to persuade them into an opinion of the colony ; but wath re-

gard to the general interest of Great Britain. The principal

objections consist of the following particulars, viz.

1. That the climate is unhealthy.

2. That the soil is barren.

3. That no produces for trade can be raised in it.

4. That the lands were granted upon improper tenures

and conditions.

5. That it will be impracticable to render the colony of

any value, without the use of negroes.

These objections will be considered in order ; and as the

first three oi" them relate to matters of fact about the country,
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they will be truly stated, and the answers to them will be

chiefly collected from the evidence of persons who have been

in the province ; and the evidence itself will be annexed in

an Appendix, as it was delivered upon oath before a magis-

trate in Georgia, or before some of the masters in Chancery

here. The affidavits which were made before the masters

in Chancery, are none of them confined to any particular

points ; they branch out into several, as the business or cu-

riosity of the deponents led them into an obsei'vation of

them ; and where they speak of the same things, they agree.

In answer to the last objection, I shall show, from his ma-
jesty's royal charter, the first design of the establishment, and
how inconsistent neoroes are with it, as likewise with the

w elfare of Georgia ; and if Georgia should receive them how
prejudicial they would be to South Carolina : how needless

also they were for the products which are designed to be

raised there ; and in support of the arguments, a petition will

be added, of many of the inhabitants against them, in the

Appendix.

In the last place I shall endeavor to make appear, upon
the oaths of experienced persons, the goodness and great

importance of the harbors, and then give some account of

the present state of the colony.

But first it may be requishe to take notice, that the ob-

jections have been raised by different sorts of people, from

their different views ; but none of these views seem to have

been directed towards the true interest either of Great Bri-

tain or the province itself.

The agents of the Court of Spain have from the begin-

ning been industrious to make it thought of no importance

to us, perhaps from a true and just sense of how much use

it might be to them. They seemed to think, that, by under-

valuing, they should make Great Britain more negligent of

it, and more ready to give it up on demand. But by this

demand they have given a proof of its value, and a strong

argument for our preserving it. The late Spanish minister

Geraldino has often declared, that his master would as soon
part with JMadrid, as with his claim to Georgia. The king of

Spain did claim it by a memorial from ]Monsie\n' Geraldino,

September 21, 1736, and an armament was sent to Cuba, at a

great expense, in the beginning of the year 1737, to take by
force what they had represented as a barren, useless spot.
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Some of the objections have taken their birth from the dis-

content of a few of the persons who were sent thither, but

principally from others of a superior rank, who went at their

own expense. These, being too sanguine in their hopes, or

idle in their dispositions, formed romantic scenes of happiness,

and imagined they could find the conveniences and plea-

sures of life without any labor or toil. They did not con-

sider the hardships inseparable from the first settlement of a

new country, uncultivated, and consequently requiring indus-

try and time, before it could afford them necessaries : there-

fore, finding themselves disappointed, they grew uneasy in

their situation, and for their uneasiness would assign some
plausible excuse.

The difficulties which attend the beginning of a setde-

ment, are very great, especially beginning it with low and
necessitous people. It is hard to form these into society,

and reduce them to a proper obedience to the laws. They
always repine at the preferment of any of their own body to

be magistrates over them, and they think every regulation a

grievance, how mild soever it may be, or evidently for their

welfare.

As they have never been used to look forward, they live

but to the present day, and are unwilling to labor for any
thing but an immediate subsistence; they start at any diffi-

culties near, and are disheartened from attempting at any

profits which may be distant. In short, as Lord Bacon says,

* " They consume provisions, grow weary of the place, and

then write over to the prejudice and discredit of the plan-

tation.''

Nothing has been omitted for the welfare of the people,

and to give them a spirit of industry. They were sent over

in convenient transports, where such regard was had to their

provisions and accommodation, that out of upwards of fifteen

hundred natives and foreigners, who have been sent at the

public charge, above six have not died in the passage. They
were furnished with clothing and provisions for some years.

They were likewise supplied with arms for their defence,

working tools for their labor, a stock of cattle, and seeds of

all kinds for their lands, which were judged proper for the

country.

• Lord Bacon's Essays, vol. 3, page 349.
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As the reader may perhaps be early in starting the follow-

ing objection, Why was not more care taken in the choice of

the persons who were sent 1 It may be proper here to ob-

serve, that the intention was to make the settlement princi-

pally with those, who were a burden on the public at home.
And though it was apprehended, that many of them would
still continue idle, yet it was not doubted, but some would,

as they do, prove industrious, and lay a foundation for foreign

protestants and others to join them ; and the Charity was
confined to those, who were most indigent in town, it being

thought not so proper to take people from the plough, or the

necessary labors of the country, though these would have
been more useful to the province.

As the objectors before mentioned have propagated the

reports to the discredit of the Province ; many have been
too easy in their belief of them, and perhaps from a sincere

regard to the public. They have seen no great quantity of

any produce; and therefore have concluded that none can
be raised. But besides the particular disadvantages, under
which Georgia has labored, by the continued alarms of dan-
ger from the Spaniards ; and by the necessity the people

were under to fortify themselves, as well as clear their lands,

build their houses, and raise a subsistence ; it ought to be
considered, that none of our most beneficial colonies have
yielded any early profit. This has depended on, and must
be owing to an increase of the people. Experience has

always justified it, as the reason of it is obvious. Lord Ba-
con makes the following wise observation:* "Planting of

colonies is like planting of woods, for you must make an ac-

count to lose almost twenty years profit, and expense your
recompense in the end. The principal thing that has been
the destruction of most plantations, has been the sordid and
hasty catching at profit in the first years. It is true, quick
returns are not to be neglected, so far as consists with the

good of the plantation, but no farther." Lord Bacon formed
this judgment upon the most solid reasons, and he wrote
this, upon observing people too sanguine in their expecta-
tions, and too ready to condemn upon the first disappoint-

ment of them. Virginia struggled long in her infancy, before

she grew to any strength ; many more years, than Georgia

* Lord Bacon's Essays, vol. 3, p. 34(1.
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has been established, had past before any returns were made
for the great sums which had been expended. Those, who
were impatient, not seeing them so soon as they expected,

raised and fomented clamors against its establishment. They
declaimed upon the improbability of its success, and the ill

consequences of drawing people from England only to per-

ish for want. By letters from* discontented persons there,

and by others who were too credulous here, it was repre-

sented as a barren and unprofitable country. These clamors

spread, and prevailed, as time advanced unladen with any

profits. Three several contributions (of large sums too)

were made by the first undertakers. One of them amounted

to near* £40,000, a very considerable sum in those days.

For above forty years no great improvements were made,

and till fthe government undei-took to carry it on, and pro-

moted it with vigor, it continued in the same languishing

condition. But if they had been intimidated with the

clamors, and had despaired of the little prospect of suc-

cess in the spring of their undertaking, they had lost the

harvest of their hopes and labor, and England had been

deprived of what has proved one of her richest mines. But

to proceed to the objections ; and,

1. That the climate is unhealthy.

The reverse of this has been found by the people even

in their first settling, in both parts of the Province, and this

was the time of trial. No general illness has at any time

prevailed there, (even when South Carolina has suffered

by them) unless when rum and other spirituous liquors have

stolen into the Province. By drinking of rum to an excess

one year, many of the people were thrown into burning

fevers, which carried off several, and that was the cause as

they confessed at their deaths. The flux is a distemper to

which new comers in most countries are liable, and some of

the people in Georgia had it. But it was chiefly owing to

the want of reflection, how requisite it is for men to regulate

their diet and manner of living, in a different way in the

latitude of thirty-one, from that which they were accustomed

to in the latitude of fifty-one, in which they may safely eat

and drink those things, which, if indulged in Georgia, would

* Declaration of the State of the Colony and Affairs of Virginia. By his Majes-

ty's Council for Virginia. London, 1G30.
t Keith's History of Virginia.
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give them a fever, and consequently a flux. The *heat in

Georgia is not greater than in the southern parts of Europe,

and there is almost constantly in summer a refreshing breeze

from the sea, from eight in the morning till twelve, and from

three or four till sun-setting, and the night afterwards is free

from those faint and gloomy heats which are so troublesome

in some places. What must contribute to the healthiness of

the place, is the great quantity of fine running water ; for

besides the large rivers there are many rivulets, and num-
berless springs of water, which is sweet, clear, and cool.

As the swamps come to be drained and cultivated, and the

woods to be thinned or cleared, the country will conse-

quently grow still more healthful. But to proceed to the

second objection, which has been more generally and indus-

triously propagated.

2. That the soil is barren.

The land has been found barren only by those, who
would not take any pains or labor to make it fruitful. The
soil is different, as the land is divided into high and lower

grounds. It consists of four sorts generally speaking, which
are distinguished and commonly known by the names of

pine-barren ; oak and hickory, or mixt land ; savannah, and
swamps.

Pine-barren. This is so called from the pines growing
on it, with scarce any other sorts of timber ; and the soil,

being dry and sandy, will not produce grain like the other

lands. However there is a grass upon it, which feeds abun-

dance of cattle. This being high is found a healthy situa-

tion, and the houses are generally built upon it.

Oak and Hickory, or Mixt Land. There is the usual pro-

portion of this sort, as in the neighboring provinces. It is

not so high as the pine-barren, nor so low as the swamps.
It takes the name of oak and hickory from the great number
of those trees growing on it, not but there is a variety of

others among them. It has a clay bottom, which in hot

countries is esteemed the best, as it keeps the roots of trees,

&,c. cook It is covered with a fine mould, is light and works
easy, and most things, which are planted on it, answer very

well even in the first year. It fproduces, when cuUivated,

Indian corn, potatoes, peas, wheat, barley and rye with great

• Appendix, No. 1. t Appendix, No. 2.
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increase, asparagus, cauliflowers, cabbage, carrots, and all

sorts ot" garden stufT in abundance : likewise vines, black

and white mulberries, apples, peaches, figs, and most kinds

of fruits that grow in England ; besides many other very

useful ones, as oranges, olives, pomegranates, watermelons,

&,c. which will not thrive in our colder climate.

Savannah Land. This is extremely proper for husband-

ry ; a strong grass grows naturally upon it, and by frequent

burning, the grass becomes finer, and makes a very good
hay for foddering catde in the winter. This runs generally

upon a level, and sometimes into large parcels of five hun-
dred acres, and upwards ; is free from wood, and is always

well supplied with springs of water.

Swamps are of two sorts. — The Cypress. They are so

called from that sort of tree growing in them ; there, is excel-

lent land when cleared, but being the lowest, is difficult to

drain and cultivate, and must be a work of time and labor.

And,
The Cane. These when cleared (which is done with

ease) and cultivated, have a land which is extremely rich,

being a black and greasy mould ; and many things grow on
it beyond imagination. Rice particularly thrives the best in

these swamps.
The land is so far from being barren, or even bad, that the

greatest part of it is fruitful and productive of almost every

thing requisite for subsistence. And the experience already

made by some in the colony, is the best proof how well

people may subsist by their labor.

Besides the indigent from England, many foreign Protest-

ants and Highlanders were sent to the colony ; these being

accustomed to hardship and labor, were not afraid of it in

Georgia, and they live by it very comfortably. In the town
of New Inverness in Darien, in the southern part of the

Province, the Highlanders are settled ; they at first applied

themselves with success, to the raising of corn, and have
since taken to feeding of cattle, as yielding a more immediate
profit, on account of supplying General Oglethoi'pe's regi-

ment, and the shipping with fresh beef. In the town of Eb-
enezer, situated in the northern part of the province, the

Saltzburghers are planted. They are a sober and industri-

ous people, and do at present reap the fruits of their * in-

* Appendix, No. 3.
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dustry. They have great herds of catde which are increas-

ing ; their land lies very neat, and is well cultivated. They
raise large quantities of corn, peas, potatoes, pumpkins, cab-

bages, and other garden stuff. They not only raise suffi-

cient for their own consumption, but are enabled to sell at

the town of Savannah. They are so contented with their

settlement, and so sensible of their happiness, that they are

frequently sending to their own country invitations to their

friends to go over to them, and have applied to the Trustees

to send more transports of their countrymen to be settled

with them.

The next objection is, 3. That no produces for trade can

be raised in the colony.

And this is believed because no great entries have been

seen of any yet in the custom house, though the charter

was granted but in June, 1732, and the colony has, from its

first establishment, labored under many unforeseen difficulties.

Raw silk is the chief article which the Trustees had, and still

have, in view. This is bought by Great Britain at present

with ready money in Italy, at a vast price ; and which not-

withstanding that price, our merchants cannot get by any de-

gree so much as is wanted for the few engines which we
have for throwing. Nay, they are obliged to take much the

greatest part as ready thrown, which carries still a higher

price, to pay for the labor of foreigners. Though raw silk

requires very little labor, it is obvious, that the raising any

great quantity of it must depend upon a number of people,

and of those chiefly who are of little use in other products,

viz. women and children ; and of whom the Trustees could

not send many, men being the most necessary in the first

establishment of a colony, especially on a frontier. In the

raising of silk, even the aged and impotent are of use. Lord
Bacon has mentioned it as one of the most profitable works

a plantation can go upon. Mr. Joshua Gee, in his excellent

treatise, called the Trade and JYuvigalion of Great Britain

Co7isidered, has expatiated upon the great advantages and
probability of raising it in these parts of the continent.* Other

authors have long ago given the same judgment. Sir Tho-
mas Lombe delivered his opinion, " That it would be attended

* Virginia, more especially the south part thereof, rightly and truly stated, viz.

Carolina, printed 1G50. Virginia's discovery of silk worms with their benefit, 1650.
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with as little hazard and difficulty ; that it was as much
wanted, and might as soon be brought to perfection, as any
undertaking so considerable in itself, that he ever heard of."

Besides these authorities, experience, (the best authority) has

shewn the probability of success. Some silk (though indeed

by the negligence of the people, and want of proper hands,

but a little) has already been produced in Georgia. Enough,
however, for a conviction, that it may in time be brought to

such perfection, as may make the colony of the highest ad-

vantage to Great Biitain. For if twenty pounds of it can be
raised there, any greater quantity may likewise with a pro-

per number of people. Some was brought over this year by
one Mr. Samuel Auspourguer, who has made an * affidavit,

that he saw the Italian family winding it off from the balls.

It was viewed by Mr. Zachary, an eminent raw silk mer-
chant, and Mr. Booth, one of our greatest weavers, who
affirmed it to be as fine as any Italian silk, or any they would
wish to use, and that it was worth at least twenty shillings a

pound. The former gentleman's f opinion, may be seen in

the Appendix.
Georgia being the most southward part of the English pos-

sessions upon that continent, is the most proper for this pro-

duction. The warmer a country is, (if the heat is not too

intense, and by bordering upon the sea, it is refreshed by
pleasant gales of wind,) the stronger the worms are, they yield

a better increase, and the silk has a better texture. For this

reason Italy has the advantage over France, as the same
quantity of eggs will produce there a double quantity of silk

more than the most northern parts oT France in which it is

raised, and a proporUonable difference is found between these

and the most southern provinces.

The planter in Georgia has no obstacle in his way of this

undertaking, but his impatience and diffidence. He has many
advantages which the peasant in France and Italy wants.

The country affords him timber for his fabrics at no expense,

but of a little labor. It is found by experience, that the mul-

berry trees thrive in an extraordinary manner in Georgia, and

these being his own, the profits from the worms are so too.

He may build his house of what dimensions he likes best,

* Appendix No. 5. t Appendix No. 5.
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and may therefore have more rooms, and may make these

more spacious and convenient for the nursery of his worms.
Whereas in Languedoc, Provence, and hkewise in many parts

of Italy, the peasant has perhaps only a low-roofed cottage,

with one or two rooms at the most for his family to sleep,

dress their victuals, and keep their worms in ; and besides,

he is obliged to purchase his mulberry leaves of the nobility

and gentry, who receive a considerable part of their revenue

from the sale of them. In many parts of Italy, for instance,

the poor man gives a moity of his profits to the rich, only for

the leaves which he gathers on his grounds, which must be

a great discouragement to him.

The production of silk will but little interfere with the other

labors of the planter in Georgia. The whole business of it

is completed within three months. A man with his son, or

a servant, may, without much trouble, gather leaves sufficient

for as many worms as he can keep. His wife and daughter,

or a servant maid, may feed and attend the worms, as they

are within doors. A Piedmontese family are settled in the

eolony only to instruct the people, and their children, in the

care of the worms, and in the art of winding off the silk,

which must be done early from the balls, as these are apt to

decrease in their weight and value by being neglected any
time. The planter will be sure of a ready, stated, and great

price for this commodity ; it will be brought to England at a

less expense, and will have less to pay for freight than almost

any other, as the bulk of it is so small in proportion to the

value.

Mr. Gee supposes that even the Indians may be useful to

us in this article of trade ; and to show this is not chimeri-

cal, he produces the examples of them both with the Span-
iards and the French. * " If (says he) great numbers of

mulberry trees were planted among the Indian nations bor-

dering on our settlements, and some skilful, good tempered
persons were employed to instruct them in the proper sea-

sons for gathering leaves, and feeding the worms, and should

reward them bountifully for their pains, those people might
be brought to be very profitable subjects to this nation. The
Spaniards, notwithstanding their pride, have found conde-
scension enough to instruct the Indians under their jurisdiction,

* The Trade and Navigation of Great Britain Considered, page 07.
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to make them very serviceable in carrying on, and improving

the manufactures of indigo, cochineal, and several others, to

the great advantage of New Spain ; and the French in their

settlements about the river St. Lawrence, the great lakes,

and even to the Mississippi, take a great deal of pains to in-

struct them in every thing which they think may contribute

to their mother country. If the Spaniards and French can

draw these people to be serviceable, to them, I do not see it

is impossible, if kindness, justice, and good nature were
shewed them, but they might be brought to be very service-

able to us also." Upon the first establishing of Georgia, the

Trustees, from the dictates both of humanity and prudence,

endeavored to secure the friendship of the Indians. They
were treated with all the candor and gentleness imaginable.

They were made sensible, that the English had no intentions

to distress or disturb, but would be ready to assist and protect

them upon all occasions. They were assured of redress for

any injuries offered them, upon their making complaints to

the magistrates ; upon which in return they engaged never

to take any revenge themselves, which might occasion mis-

understanding between the English and them. And, as they

have since found that justice has always been done them
upon any complaint, they have been punctual in their en-

gagements. They have shown an affection to the colony,

and upon the first breaking out of the war with Spain, and
ever since, they have been ready and earnest to defend it.

They intermix with great freedom with our people, and two

years ago, when a body of the Chickasaw Indians, who live

at a distance from our settlements, came down to Savannah,

they saw in one of the houses the silk worms feeding ; they

were so delighted, that they went twice a day to observe

them, and when they were told the use of them, they * said

that if w^orms should be given them, they would engage to

return a great quantity of balls of silk every year, for they

had many mulberry trees in their nations.

Another article which shows a great probability of suc-

ceeding, is wine, f The vines grow wild in Georgia, and

in great abundance ; they run up to the tops of oaks with

fruit upon them. As, by the hixuriancy of their growth, the

grapes are but indifferent, these will be improved by prun-

* Appendix, No. 6. t Appendix No. 8.
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ing, and a proper care of the vines ; and it has been found

that the grafting upon these vines has been attended with

success. The Portugal and other vines also, which have

been transplanted thither, thrive in a very extraordinary

manner. One Abraham de Lyon, a Portuguese Jew, in the

year 1736, by encouragement from the Trustees, planted

about a score, which he had received from Portugal, where
he had been bred among the vineyards : in the next year, by
his skill in pruning and dressing them, they bore plentifully

a beautiful large grape, as big as a man's thumb, almost

transparent, and in great bunches. A shoot, in one year,

grew from the root of a bearing vine as big as a walking

cane, and ran over a few poles placed to receive it, at least

twelve or fourteen feet ; and he has now a very promising

vineyard. If wine can be made in the colony, the advan-

tages of it must be obvious to every one. This will not in-

terfere with the products of our other plantations. Though
therefore no more could be raised than to supply these, it

would be a vast profit to Georgia as well as them. They
might purchase it at a cheaper rate than they do from Spain

and the Canaries. They would not be liable to be inter-

rupted in the purchase of it in a time of war between us and
the nations, which now supply them ; and the money, which
they are to pay for it, will still remain among the subjects of

Great Britain. But this product must be a work of time,

and must depend upon an increase of the people.

Other beneficial articles for trade, which (it is found) can

be raised there, are,

^Cochineal. The prickly pear shrubs, (upon which the fly

feeds, from which is taken the cochineal,) are in abundance
upon the islands in the southern part of the province ; and
the fly has been taken upon them, which, being squeezed
by some persons between their fingers, has dyed them with

the fine red color which the cochineal gives.

Indigo, Olives and Oil.

Cotton, (of which some has been brought over as a sam-
ple,) and many drugs, viz. aloes, sassafras, sumach, snake-
root, and several others, the shrubs of which grow wild and
in great numbers.

The timber in the province is very fine. In the inland

'^ Appendix No. 8.
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part of the country, some of the trees grow so high, that

they would furnish* masts for men-of-war ; and near the sea,

where the ground is more upon a level, there is a great

quantity of excellent knee timber. The laurel, cedar, cy-

press, and bay-trees, grow in this part to the height and size

of timber trees.

The fourth objection is : 4. That the lands were granted

upon improper tenures and conditions.

In the infancy of the settlement, many regulations and
restrictions were thought necessary ; but these have since,

for the ease of the people, been either relaxed or removed.

One condition in particular was, that the lands, which were
granted, should in failure of issue male, revert to the Trust.

The females, however, were to have the value of the im-

provements, and in case of marriage, the lot was intended to

be given to the husband of the eldest daughter, (which was
always complied with upon application,) in case he was not

possessed of any lot before. The design of this restriction

was to keep up a number of men equal to the number of

lots, for the defence and better improvement of the province,

and to preserve a proper equality among them. But this

condition has since been released, and the daughter of a

freeholder, or any other person, is made capable of enjoying

by inheritance a devise of lands, provided that it does not

increase her or his possession, to more than two thousand

acres.

Another proviso in the grants was, that no person should

alien his land, or any part of it, or grant any term, estate, or

interest therein to any other person, without a special license.

This was to prevent the effects of usury, and people's run-

ning into debt, which might incite them to idleness ; and to

keep the lots entire and undivided, and prevent any person's

engrossing too great a quantity of land. This proviso like-

wise has been released, and a general license has been
granted, for all possessors of land in Georgia to make leases

of any part of their lots, for any term not exceeding five

years, to any person residing in Georgia, and who shall con-

tinue resident there during the term of such lease.

A third condition in the grants was. That if any of the lands

should not be planted, cleared, or fenced, within the space of

* Appendix No. 2 and 8
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ten years from the date of the grant, every part thereof, not

planted, cleared, or fenced, should revert to the Trust. This
was intended only to put the people under a necessity of

being early, and industrious in their improvements. But
however, to remove any apprehensions, which they might
have of losing their lots, a general release has since been
passed, by which no advantage is to be taken against any
possessors of land in Georgia, for any forfeitures incurred at

any time before midsummer 1740, in relation either to the

tenure or cultivation of land ; and a much longer time for cul-

tivating is allowed on the easiest conditions, and such as were
proposed by a gentleman of the province, on behalf of the

freeholders.

The last and principal objection is, 5. That it will be im-

practicable to render the colony of any value, without the

use of negroes.

This will require a more particular examination, as it has

obtained a credit with many persons of understanding who
have an affection for the colony. The reason, which has

principally guided them in this belief, is, that our other colo-

nies have not prohibited them, but find them necessary, and
therefore they think there is no occasion for this singularity.

It cannot, however, be doubted, but these persons will con-

sider with attention the particular circumstances of this pro-

vince, and the arguments which will be offered to show, that

negroes are inconsistent with the constitution of it, needless

for the produces which are to be raised there, and absolutely

dangerous to Georgia in its present situation, as well as to

the adjacent provinces.

The preamble to his Majesty's charter runs as follows :

" Whereas we are credibly informed, that many of our poor

subjects are, through misfortunes, and want of employment,
reduced to great necessities, insomuch as by their labor they

are not able to provide a maintenance for themselves and
families ; and if they had means to defray the charge of pas-

sage, and other expenses incident to new settlements, they

would be glad to be settled in any of our provinces in America,

where by cultivating the lands at present waste and desolate,

they might not only gain a comfortable subsistence for them-
selves and families, but also strengthen our colonies and in-

crease the trade, navigation, and wealth of these our realms.
" And whereas our provinces in north America have been
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frequently ravaged by Indian enemies, more especially that

of South Carolina, which in the late war was laid waste with

fire and sword ; and great number of the English inhabitants

miserably massacred, and our loving subjects, who now in-

habit there, by reason of the smallness of their numbers, will,

in case of any new war, be exposed to the like calamity,

inasmuch as their whole southern frontier continueth unset-

tled, and lieth open to the said savages.

"And whereas we think it highly becoming our crown

and royal dignity to protect all our loving subjects, be they

never so distant from us : To extend our fatherly compas-

sion even to the meanest and most unfortunate of our peo-

ple, and to relieve the wants of our above-mentioned poor

subjects; and that it will be highly conducive for accom-
plishing these ends, that a regular colony of the said poor

people be settled and established in the southern frontier of

Carolina.

" Know ye," &c.
By this Preamble it appears, that the chief purposes,

for which the charter was granted, were a subsistence for

those, who were indigent at home, and consequently a bur-

den on the public ; and making a barrier for South Carolina,

which had suffered, and lay still exposed to danger by the

smallness of the number of her English inhabitants.

If a great number of negroes could have made South
Carolina secure, she would not have wanted such a barrier,

for she is computed to have at least forty thousand blacks,

whilst the white people are not above five thousand ; and
these (by the large portions of land being in the possession

of but few persons) at too great a distance from one another

for the public safety.

The greater number of blacks, which a frontier has, and
the greater the disproportion is between them and her white

people, the more danger she is Uable to ; for those are all

secret enemies, and ready to join with her open ones up-

on the first occasion. So far from putting any confidence

in them, her first step must be to secure herself against

them.

Georgia therefore was designed to be a new frontier, and
that she might be well stocked with white inhabitants, who
by their property could only add a strength to it, his Majesty

in the charter restrained the Trustees from granting more
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than five hundred acres of land either entirely, or in parcels

to, or for the use of, or in trust for any one person.

To each of the poor, who were sent from hence, and who
were provided with every thing at the expense of the Trust,

no more than fifty acres have hitherto been granted. This

quantity, if well cultivated, would yield not only a comforta-

ble, but handsome subsistence, but would not enable him to

maintain a number of negroes.

In other colonies the planter being well stocked with

them, can afford to purchase wives for his negroes, and their

increase adds to his property. He can stay for the growth

of their children before they are fit to labor; he can dispense

with the mother's neglecting to work, while she attends her

infants ; but the white man in Georgia cannot be able to feed

the negro, his wife, and the child or children, when perhaps

the first is the only one from whom he receives any profit.

If it is thought that one male negro will be sufficient for

each white man, the value of an unseasoned negro's life

cannot be computed at more than seven years purchase.

The price of a negro when delivered in America, is from

twenty-five to thirty pounds sterling ; at whose expense then

must the first and continued cost of them be ? If, at the

expense of the Trust, there would be no end of it ; for the

white man would be more careless of his negro, and if he

should want at any time an immediate supply for any neces-

sities, he would sell his slave, at perhaps half the value to a

purchaser in South Carolina, then pretend he had run away
from him, and would demand a new one. This would re-

quire such a supply from the public, as might justly occasion

great murmuring, even though the parliament should con-

descend to grant it. If the negro is to be purchased at the

expense of the planter, when and how will he be enabled

to pay for him ? He sets out poor, and unprovided of every

thing, but land and tools ; with a family which will require

some time to gain a subsistence for ; if then he cannot lay

down the purchase money, he must take him upon credit

from the negro merchant, to satisfy whom, he must make
over the profits of his labor, by which he will become dis-

pirited ; or he must mortgage his land, by which the coun-

try will soon lose many of her inhabitants. In our other

colonies the plantations are made by persons who set out

with a sufficient stock of wealth to purchase a number of
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slaves, and who can afford to keep white servants to inspect

their labor, and force them to it. But let it be supposed,

that the poor man in Georgia can be able, after some time,

to purchase two negroes ; he cannot maintain however a

white servant merely to inspect them ; his whole time must
be employed in watching them, in order to oblige them to

work, to prevent their running away, or to secure himself

and his family from danger against them ; consequently the

province will reap no benefit from his own labor; and if he

finds them idle, he will be afraid to correct them, when he

knows how easily they may overpower him. If he has but

one negro, he will have little profit from his service ; for he
must be under the same obligation, and be always at hand
to watch him for his own security, and force him to work.

Perhaps it is imagined, that by gentle usage the negro may
be made a trusty servant ; this cannot be depended on.

Every man is naturally fond of liberty, and he will struggle

for it when he knows his own strength, when he sees this

is equal, at least very inferior to his master's. But let it be
granted, that the w^iite man is not under a necessity of

watching his slaves ; he will think it hard however to be

obliged to work as much himself, and will contract an unwil-

lingness to do it ; so that as he at most can maintain but

one or two, the labor of the black may be gained, but that

of the white will on the other hand be lost.

Nine parts in ten of the inhabitants of the province are

freeholders of only fifty acre lots. As therefore, by the ina-

bility of the planter, and the smallness of his plantation, the

number of negroes cannot be much greater than the number
of white men ; the want of them is much better supplied by
servants from Germany, and other places in Europe. These
serve for a term of years, and then are entitled to lots them-

selves, upon a certificate from their master of their good be-

havior. The planter pays nothing when he first receives

one of these servants, but for the passage of him. His whole

expense consists in his food, (which likewise the negro must

have,) and in some few clothes, which need not be costly.

The master can have a greater confidence in them, than he

can possibly have in his slaves. The servants will have no
temptation to run away ; from the hopes of a property they

will be more industrious, and when they attain this, each

man of them adds a strength to the colony.

22
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Besides, the produces, which are to be raised in Georgia,

do not require the labor of negroes. In other plantations

these are necessary. Sugar, rice, and tobacco are works of

hardship and fatigue ; and perhaps it would be impossible

to get white people from any parts of Europe, who would
sustain the labor of them. But silk, cotton, cochineal, and
the other designed produces of the colony, stand only in

need of a careful and tender management. They are works
rather of nicety than labor, especially where the culture of

the land is so easy. The making of wine will perhaps be the

work of the greatest fatigue, and yet we see by France,

Portugal, and other parts of Europe, that it requires no ne-

groes to carry it on.

It may probably be said, as Carolina admits negroes, if

Georgia does not, the former by having so much greater a

number of people, will soon be able to raise much more silk

than her younger sister. To this it is answered, if she
should undertake it upon the prospect of its success in Geor-
gia, Georgia would lose nothing by it, and Great Britain

would reap the advantages of the emulation, who could take

off a greater quantity of raw silk than both those colonies

could produce, and without interfering with the importation

of it, either from China, or Turkey, this last especially being
of a different sort, and for different uses. Therefore though
Carolina might exceed Georgia in the quantity raised, this

last however would be sure of a market for hers also ; and
although the province might not in general be so rich, every
private man in it would reap a sufficient profit.

It is lastly to be considered, how much negroes would
affect the safety of the province in general, and the individ-

ual inhabitants of it, as being so much nearer to the Span-
iards. South Carolina, though at a greater distance, has
often and lately found by experience that the Spaniards at

Augustine will, even in time of peace, invite her negroes to

them, with promises of liberty, and encouragement by giving^

them tracts of land to cultivate for their own use. The in-

troduction of negroes into Georgia would therefore furnish a
constant subject of contention, and would perpetually endan-
ger the peace (when subsisting) between the two crowns of
Great Britain and Spain: for our court could not but resent
their enticing away and protecting our slaves ; and the court

of Spain would pretend it to be extremely difficult, if not
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impossible, to prevent their people at Augustine doing it.

Then in a time of war, as at present, or upon the least ap-

pearance of one, the Spaniards would, as they have lately

done in South Carolina, use all their arts, and neglect no
promises to draw them off. And the negroes would undoubt-

edly fly from a certain slavery, to liberty, and a better treat-

ment. What therefore does the planter in Georgia do by
purchasing a negro 1 He lays himself under difficulties to

raise the means of doing it ; and when he has got him, he

cannot be sure of his continuance with him for a day, and
at his own expense he strengthens the enemy.

If a w^ealthy planter in other colonies loses a slave, he
loses only the cost of him, as he can easily purchase another;

but the poor man in Georgia, would lose, with his slave, his

whole strength, and the work of his plantation would be at

a stand, as it likewise would upon the death, or even sick-

ness of the negro ; and when the planter dies himself, if he

leaves a widow with perhaps two or three small children,

their danger must be very great from the negro ; they not

only have no powder to prevent his flying away, but have no
security for their own lives against him, being in a manner
absolutely at his mercy.

It has been lately seen in Jamaica, and Antigua, how apt

the slaves are to rise against their masters, upon every

opportunity
;
yet they had no foreign power to receive and

protect them. All they could have in view was, either to

conquer or die, or betake themselves to the woods, where
they must live in continual warfare with the white people.

Before they could effect this, their design must be general,

and must be communicated to so many, as would make it

improbable to be kept secret. But in Georgia, where there

is only a river to pass, the negro may run away with safety,

without discovering his mind to any others, if his master

leaves his plantation but half a day, nay if he does not watch

or secure him even in the night.

It may perhaps be said, that the insurrection of negroes in

Jamaica and Antigua have been owing to the disproportion

of their numbers, which is more than will be necessary in

Georgia : to which is replied, if there is not a much greater

number of negroes than of white men in Georgia, the end in

having them wall not be answered, and if there is, there can

be no safety for this province, where even an equality of

them would make them dangerous.



172 »^n Impartial Inquiry, Sfc.

It may likewise be said, if you do not permit the poor man
to have negroes, since he has nobody else to look after them,

for an encouragement however of people, who have some
fortune, to go and settle there, allow them to the gentlemen,

who take up two hundred, three hundred, or five hundred
acres, and who can afford white servants to take care of them.

But this would soon destroy the labor of the industrious white

people, for whom the colony was principally intended. For
can it be supposed, that the poor planter will be contented,

even on his own lot, to work in the same manner, in which
slaves are employed on others ? Will not he be importunate

with the Trustees to provide negroes likewise for him ? And
when they will not, (as they certainly cannot) will he not

think himself hardly dealt with ? repine and complain, that

he leads the life of a negro ? then grow dispirited, and be
more disposed to forsake the province ?

The most industrious people in the colony, are so sensible

of the inconveniences and dangers to which they should be
exposed by the introduction of negroes, that they have peti-

tioned against them, particularly the Saltzburghers at Ebene-
zer, and the Highlanders at New Inverness in Darien.

The inhabitants likewise of Frederica (the chief town in

the southern part of the province) upon an application for

negroes from some in the northern part, (who were less ex-

posed to the Spaniards) prepared a petition against them,
but desisted from sending it, upon an assurance that their

apprehensions of the introduction of negroes were entirely

needless.

South Carolina has already experienced the benefit of

Georgia's not admitting slaves, and perhaps is indebted to

this for her preservation at present. If a negro is seen in

Georgia, he is immediately known to be a runaway ; and by
an act, approved of by his Majesty in council in April, 1735,
for rendering the colony of Georgia more defensible by pro-

hibiting the importation and use of negroes, every one, who is

found in Georgia, is apprehended, and if the owner in South
Carolina claims him within three months, the court of the

town of Savannah is ordered to restore him. This has pro-

bably prevented at this critical juncture, a desertion of the

greatest part of the South Carolina negroes. The Spanish
emissaries have these three or four years past been busy in

this province, inciting them to rise, and enticing them away.
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Several insurrections followed thereupon ; which, though

suppressed with the death of many of the inhabitants, as well

as of the blacks, hindered not the escape of some of these
;

but they were few, they could only go off in pettiauguas and
other little boats by sea ; the way by land was shut against

them, as they knew they should be secured in Georgia
;

whereas if negroes had been here also, it would not have

been easy to distinguish them, and the Carolina slaves would
have found a readier and safer way to Augustine. With this

prospect they would have been more generally tempted to

risb, from which the difficulty of getting off undoubtedly de-

terred many of them. In January, 1738, the council, and
assembly of South Carolina sent a solemn deputation to Au-
gustine, to demand those, who had escaped by sea ; but they

returned without success; the Spanish governor peremp-
torily refused to deliver them, and declared that he had or-

ders from the king of Spain to receive and protect them.

In the beginning of last June, there was a conspiracy and
insurrection of above two hundred negroes, not far from

Charlestown. As they had no prospect of escaping through

the Province of Georgia, their design was to break open a

store-house, and supply themselves, and those who would
join them, wdth arms. The conspiracy was happily discov-

ered the night before it was to be put in execution, and
when they appeared the next day fifty of them were seized,

and these were hanged, ten in a day, to intimidate the other

negroes.

From these several considerations, it is submitted to the

public, whether Georgia does not stand in a different point of

light from any of our other colonies ; and whether the ad-

mission of negroes is necessary or expedient ; or whether
on the contrary, it would not be injurious to the greater

number of inhabitants, and hazardous for them all.

It may be proper now to shew in one or two instances,

where the colony has been, and will be of great advantage
to the public. If people are still credulous of every clamor,

and incredulous of, and unattentive to the evidence, that

products for trade can be raised in Georgia ; or if they are

too narrow-sighted to be pleased with the distance of the

prospect
;
yet they must see, that the inhabitants can subsist

there. Consequently there is room for increasing the num-
ber of our people, by carrying over more Saltzsburghers,
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and other persecuted or distressed foreign protestants.

These can be carried thither, and settled at a less expense
than the former, who have gone as harbingers, and provided

a settlement, and easier means of subsistence for them.

By these, and by the Highlanders from Scotland, (even if

no more of our poor people from England should be sent)

one great end of his majesty's charter is obtained. A bar-

rier is fixed, and will be strengthening, for the southern

provinces on the continent ; and these may more securely

proceed in their cultivation. South Carolina has in this

particular some time _^ince found the advantages of this bar-

rier ; for the most southward parts, before the establishment

of Georgia, were so unsafe that people were afraid to make
any settlements on them ; but soon after, many thousand
acres of rich land near Port Royal were run out, the land

was raised to four times the former value, and the exporta-

tion of rice from that province was vastly increased. The
public have seen, that Carolina has likewise been free from
the ravages or attacks of the Indians, to which she was
always liable before, and by which she so frequently suffered.

In this view, therefore, of a barrier, abstracting the hopes of

any improvements in our trade, Geoi-gia has always been a

national benefit.

The last point in which Georgia is to be considered, is

with regard to the goodness of her harbors ; and in this light

she will prove of the highest importance to Great Britain.

Spain has seen her in this light, and has therefore been so

restless to gain her. From the badness of the harbor at

Augustine, which is in a manner choked up, and caufiot re-

ceive any ships of above a hundred tons, she is more sensi-

ble of what consequence it is to Great Britain to have good
ones in Georgia. She knows that if a British fleet can ride

there in safety, in a wholesome air, and daily supplied with

fresh provisions, they may be a constant check on the galle-

ons, and her homeward bound trade, in their course from
the gulf of Florida ; and may amply retaliate all the injuries

which she does us on the other side of the gulf. For this

reason the Spaniards at Augustine, when they first com-
plained of Georgia, called it a Gibraltar in America. There
is a *harbor in thirty-one degrees in the southward part of

* Appendix, No. 8.



Jin Impartial Inquiry^ 8^c. 1 75

the province between St. Simon's island and Jekyl's island,

which is capable of holding twelve men-of-war in the great-

est security. The harbor is land-locked, and the entrance

into it is free from any rocks or shoals ; and on the bar there

is a depth of water of twenty-two feet, so that a forty gun
ship may pass very well over it, and the ships in the harbor

lie under the cannon of St. Simon's fort. The river, which

runs by the harbor, is so large and deep, that it is capable of

receiving any number of ships which England can send

thither; and where, being land-locked also, they may ride

in great safety. In Cumberland sound, which is southward

of Jekyl, and lies between the islands of Cumberland and
Amelia, it is said, that there is still deeper water than in

Jekyl sound ; but as no affidavits have been made in rela-

tion to this, and as the captains, who sounded the entrance

into Jekyl, never went so far, I shall not dwell upon it, being

unwilling to deliver any thing upon uncertainty. In the

northern part of the province, upon the bar at Tybee sound,

at the mouth of the river Savannah, there is a depth of fif-

teen feet at low water, and twenty-two at high water ; and
the river Savannah communicating with it, will contain in

safety, four hundred ships in smooth water. The entrance

is so safe, that ships of four hundred tons, without altering

their course, may run directly from the sea over the bar.

The whole coast of Georgia is secure for navigation, there

being seven or eight fathom water v>'ithin three or four leagues

from the land-, where ships, if necessity requires, may anchor

with the greatest safety, the gi'ound being all clean sand from

one end of the coast to the other.

A report has prevailed, that the colony is abandoned ; and

this has been propagated chiefly by those who have quitted

it. It is undoubtedly true, that some in the northern divi-

sion of the province have left it ; but it is as true, that great

numbers are still remaining, and that few or none of those,

who were settled in the southern part of the province have

left their plantations. Among the necessitous, who first ap-

plied to be sent over, there were some who had been reduced

merely by misfortunes, but still unused to labor ; and many
by idleness who were as little accustomed to it. It was al-

most impossible to distinguish between them. The Trustees

could only proceed in their choice, upon recommendations of

them or their appearance, as great objects of charity. But
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the idle, who fled from labor in England, would as certainly

fly from it in Georgia. A store was kept open for the sub-

sistence of the people, much longer than was either promised

or intended. This was done upon several considerations,

viz. a dearth, which happened one year through almost all

the continent of America ; the interruptions given to the in-

habitants by the attempts of the Spaniards ; compassion in

general to the settlers, and for an encouragement of them to

be industrious for the future. But when it was found abso-

lutely requisite to shut up the store, of which the people had
been long forewarned ; those who had fixed their thoughts

and means of subsistence only there, and found themselves

unprovided, immediately left the province ; a few also, upon
an appearance of a war with Spain, deserted their settlements,

in order to be more remote from danger. There were some
people likewise, in the first settling of the colony, who came
from other American provinces to seek for work. These,

finding but little business, after the public, and most of the

private buildings were finished, returned, as is supposed, to

their own homes.

By authentic accounts transmitted from William Stephens,

Esq., (who has resided in Georgia these three years, as

Secretary for the affairs of the Trust within the province,) and
received the 26th of last November, it appears, that the

strength of the northern division of the province, has not for a

year past, been impaired by the going away of laborious men,
particularly of freeholders ; the absence of some, whose idle-

ness or fear of the Spaniards obliged them to withdraw,

being supplied by others more industrious. And that of those

who had quitted it, with expectation of a better support in

South Carolina, some have returned again, and that two fami-

lies more intended the same. Nay, even so late as the 28th of

July last, when the news of raising the siege of Augustine
had been a fortnight in the town of Savannah, notwithstand-

ing endeavors were used to work up a panic among the peo-

ple, and though permits to leave the colony were given to

any who should ask them, three men only had quitted the

province; and of these, one was superannuated, and went to

a relation in Charlestown to be supported. The other two
were Jews, who had no visible way of living. It was found
likewise, that among the freeholders in that town, notwith-

standing many had gone as volunteers to the camp, there
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were about seventy, who were able and willing to act for de-

fence of the colony, exclusive of servants, inmates, &c. who
were above double that number, and without taking notice of

the plantations, and the adjacent villages and of the town of

Ebenezer in particular, which alone could furnish sixty able

men of the Saltzburghers.

Though beginning a setdement with indigent people is

commonly disadvantageous, for reasons before mentioned

;

the sending over others of them in small numbers after the

settlement is made, may not, and probably will not be at-

tended with the same inconveniences. When they see a

society formed, and a government ready established, at

which they cannot have a shadow of reason to repine

:

when they see others, who had been in the same condition

with themselves, living happily upon the fruits of their indus-

try, and have evident and occular proofs, that they may soon

arrive at the same ; and when thev will not have numbers
to countenance them in their idleness, they will in all likeli-

hood be more incited to labor.

The following short account of the state of the province,

will (it is hoped) satisfy the public, that, though some have

deserted it, it is not in that miserable condition, which some
have taken pains to represent it.

About ten miles up the river, the tow^n of Savannah is sit-

uated upon a bluff of land, about forty feet perpendicular

from the water. The land about it, and on which it stands,

is sandy, and after the hardest rains immediately dry, and
therefore healthy, and fit for habitations. The water about

the town is excellent. The town is regularly built, with a

large street through it from the landing-place. There are

at least one hundred and thirty houses in it, (besides ware-

houses and huts,) which are built at some distance from each

other, to prevent the spreading of any fire, and to keep them
more airy. These form several wide streets, and spacious

squares. The town is divided into six wards, and every

ward into three tithings, with a constable and three tithing-

men appointed for each ward. It is governed by three

bailiffs, and a recoi'der, who are the magistrates, and have

full power to judge in matters of civil right, as well as capi-

tal offences in the northern part of the province. There are

in the town, a court house, a gaol, a store-house, a house

for the Trust servants, a wharf, a guard-house, and some
23
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other public buildings. There is likewise a public garden,

which was designed as a nursery for raising trees and plants

to be delivered out to the people for their plantations, viz.

:

mulberry trees, oranges, olives, vines, peaches, apples, pears,

plums, &,c. By the negligence of former gardeners, these

had met with very ill treatment ; but by the care of some
Italian gardeners last year, they recovered from it, and the

garden is now in a thriving condition. The town of Savan-

nah is conveniently situated for trade, as the navigation of

the river is very good, and runs several hundred miles up
into the country, and ships of three hundred tons may lie

close to the town, where the w^orm does not eat into them.

About six miles distance from Savannah up the river are

several considerable plantations, and at fifteen miles is a vil-

lage called Abercorn. Ten miles above that, on the Carolina

side of the river, is the town of Purysburgh, which is a set-

tlement of Swiss, formed in the same year that Georgia was
established. Fifteen miles from Purysburgh, on the Georgia

side, is Ebenezer, w-here the Saltzburghers are situated

;

their houses are neat, and regularly set out in streets, and
the whole economy of their town, under the influence of

their ministers. Messieurs Bolzius and Gronau, is very ex-

emplary. For the benefit of their milch catde, a herdsman
is appointed to attend them in the woods all the day, and
bring them home in the evening. Their stock of outlying

cattle is also under the care of two other herdsmen, who
attend them in their feeding in the day, and drive them into

cow pens in the night. This secures the owners from any
loss, and the herdsmen are paid by a small contribution

among the people. These are very industrious, and subsist

comfortably by their labor. Though there is no regular court

of justice, as they live in sobriety, they maintain great order

and decency. In case of any differences, the minister calls

three or four of the most prudent elders together, who in a

summary way hear and determine as they think just, and
the parties always acquiesce with content in their judgment.
They are veiy regular in their public worship, which is on
week days in the evening after their work ; and in the fore-

noon and evening on Sundays. They have built a large and
convenient house for the reception of orphans, and other

poor children, who are maintained by benefactions among
the people, are well taken care of, and taught to work, ac-
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cording as their age and ability will permit. The number
computed by Mr. Bolzius in June 1738, whereof his congre-

gation consisted, was one hundred and forty-six, and some
more have since been setded among them. They are all in

general so well pleased with their condition, that not one of

their people has abandoned the settlement.

At some distance from hence is a place called Old Ebe-
nezer, upon a river which runs into the Savannah. Here
the Saltzburghers were at first settled, and there are now
some plantations of German families, as also a cow pen in

which the Trust have a great number of cattle for the use of

the public, and for breeding.

Beyond Ebenezer are several settlements of Uchee In-

dians, on both sides of the river Savannah, who have raised

a quantity of corn.

At a considerable distance from hence is a town called

Augusta ; it is two hundred and thirty-six miles by water

from the mouth of Savannah river, and large boats are navi-

gated from hence to the town of Savannah. It was laid out

in the beginning of the year 1736, and thrives prodigiously.

It is the chief place of trade with the Indians. There are

several ware houses in it well furnished with goods for the

Indian ti-ade ; and the last year the people raised there above

six thousand bushels of Indian corn, besides some wheat for

their own use, which was very good. There are five large

boats which belong to different inhabitans of the town, and
carry about nine thousand weight of deer skins each ; and
last year about one -hundred thousand weight of skins was
brought from thence. All the Indian traders from both pro-

vinces of South Carolina and Georgia, resort thither in the

spring: In June, 1739, the traders, pack-horse-men, ser-

vants, townsmen, and others depending upon that business,

made about six hundred whites, who live by the trade in the

Indian nation. Each Indian hunter is reckoned to get three

hundred weight of deer skins in a year, which is a very ad-

vantageous trade to England, for the deer skins, beaver, and

other furs, are chiefly paid for in woolen goods and Iron.

At Augusta the Trustees have hitherto maintained a little

garrison, in a fort which they built : and the security which

the traders receive from this fort is their inducement to go

there. The town stands upon a high ground, upon the side

of the river. A road has been marked out from thence to
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Old Ebenezer, so that horsemen can now ride from the

town of Savannah to Augusta, as likewise to the Cherokee
Indians, who are situated above Augusta to the north-west,

and on the Georgia side of the river, in the valleys of the

Appalachian mountains. The Cherokees have now between
four and five thousand warriors. The French have been
using their utmost endeavors to gain -or destroy them : but

as the town of Augusta so easily furnishes them with arms,

ammunition, and necessaries, the French have not been able

to get any ground among them. The Creek Indians live to

the westward of Augusta, their chief town is the Cowetas,
at two hundred miles distance. The lower Creeks consist

of about a thousand, and the upper Creeks of about seven

hundred fighting men ; upon the edge of whose country the

French fort of Albamas lies. They are all sincerely attached

to the English interest, and they express the greatest grati-

tude upon all occasions, for the kind reception which their

chiefs met with in England, and for the justice with which
all the Indians are treated in Georgia. Beyond the Creeks,

lie the Chickasaws, vsdio are a very brave people : they in-

habit near the Mississippi river, and possess the banks of it

:

they are likewise great friends of the English, and have
resisted both the bribes and arms of the French. Some
Georgia traders live among them. Ten towns also of the

Choctaws, who were formerly in alliance with the French,

trade with the people of Georgia.

Besides the settlements upon the river Savannah, there

are several plantations to the southward -of the town, as well

as the little villages of Highgate and Hampstead, which lie

about four miles distant from it. Some of these settlements

extend as far as the narrow passages near Ogeechee, which
is an inland river. At the narrow passages is Fort Argyle,

in a situation that commands all the province. This was
built in the year 1733. It is a large, strong palisade, eleven

feet high, with flankers and loop-holes for small cannon at

the angles. Beyond this, in the southern part of the prov-

ince, is the town of New Inverness, in the district of Darien.

Here the Highlanders are settled. They raised, at first, a

considerable quantity of corn. They feed, (as has been
said before) great numbers of cattle, and have many good
sawyers, who make an advantageous trade of lumber. Their

buildings are chiefly huts, but tight and warm. They have
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a minister, who has an allowance from the incorporated

society in Scotland, and are a sober and laborious people.

They have also a fort below the town.

About twenty miles from hence is Frederica, on the island

of St. Simon's, which is near the sea upon a branch of the

Alatamaha liver. There are many good buildings in the

town, several of which are brick. There is likewise a fort

and store-house belonging to the Trust. The people have

a minister who has a salary fi'om the Society for Propagating

the Gospel. In the neighborhood of the town, there is a

fine meadow of three hundred and twenty acres ditched in,

on which a number of cattle are fed, and good hay is like-

wise made from it. At some distance from the town is the

camp for General Oglethorpe's regiment : the country about

it is well cultivated, several parcels of land not far distant from

the camp having been granted in small lots to the soldiers,

many of whom are married, and fifty-five children were
born there in the last year. These soldiers are the most
industrious, and willing to plant ; the rest are generally de-

sirous of wives, but there are not women enough in the

country to supply them. There are some handsome houses

buiU by the officers of the regiment, and besides the town
of Frederica, there are other little villages upon this island.

A sufficient quantity of pot herbs, pulse and fruit is produced
there to supply both the town and garrison ; and the people

of Frederica have begun to malt and to brew^ ; and the

soldiers' wives spin cotton of the country, which they knit

into stockings. At the town of Frederica is a town court

for administering justice in the southern part of the province,

with the same number of magistrates as at Savannah.
Beyond St. Simon's is Jekyl island, where there is but

little good land. Captain Horton, an officer of the regiment,

however, who has a lot upon this island, has made great im-
provements on it.

Southward of Jekyl lies the island of Cumberland, upon
which is a strong fort called St. Andrews, built in the year
1736: it is situated upon a fine commanding ground. Two
companies of the regiment are stationed here, and the soldiers,

who have wives, have had lots granted them ; which they
have improved very much. They have made a little village

called Barrimackc, where are about twenty-four families with

good huts.
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Beyond St. Andrews to the south, is the island of Amelia,

where the orange trees grow wild in the woods. Upon this

island are stationed the Trust Highland servants, with their

scout boats. They have a very good plantation, and raised

corn enough last year for their own consumption. A little

fort is built here, and has a sergeant's guard. Upon this is-

land, as well as Cumberland, there is a stud of horses and
mares, and the colts out of them are very good ones, and
are bred without any expense.

Beyond Amelia's is St. George's, which was quitted in

the year 1736 by agreement with the Spaniards ; and at a

htUe distance from this is St. Juan's, where the Spaniards

had two forts, which were taken last year ; and between

forty and fifty miles distance from St. Juan's is Augustine.

To sum up in short the present situation of the colony.

The Trust is in possession, in behalf of his Majesty from the

garrison of the Okfuskees in the Upper Creek nation (which

they setded six years ago) down to the Gulf of Mexico by

the Appellachees, and from thence to Amelia. The garrison

of the Okfuskees is near four hundred miles from the sea,

and a mark of possession within forty miles of the French

fort. The commanding officer there, keeps up the English

interest with the Indians, and the French cannot encroach

further without hostilities. The sea coast lies from Amelia,

which is in thirty degrees, thirty minutes to the mouth of

Savannah, which is in thirty-two degrees and is a degree

and a half upon the globe, but is computed by the boatmen

who row it, to be near two hundred miles by water.

The Creek Indians, though they acknowledge the King of

Great Britain for their sovereign, made war with the people of

South Carolina, to obtain satisfaction for injuries done them

by their traders. The war concluded by a peace, which

obliged the people of Carolina not to settle southward of the

river Savannah, and no Englishmen was settled within this

district, when the first colony of Georgia arrived. But the

Creek Indians have since, by agreement, conceded the limits

mentioned above. In this province, which eight years ago

was covered with woods, there are four towns and other

setdements. It is almost every part of it fit for pasture

;

there is a good stock of cattle, and it discovers a great deal

of rich land fit for agriculture.

Besides what the land yields for subsistence, and the tame
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cattle, which multiply very fast, there are in the province

abundance of deer and buffaloes. There is a vast plenty of

almost all kinds of wild fowl. And the rivers abound with

a great variety of fine fish, and particularly sturgeon, which

may prove a beneficial trade. And in the coast upon the

sea are oysters, and many other sorts of shell fish. There
are found likewise in hollow trees large quantities of excel-

lent honey.

As the government, in the beginning of our present dis-

putes with the court of Spain, asserted the nation's right to

the possession of this province ; it may be some satisfaction

to the reader to see this stated, which I shall endeavor to do
in a few lines. Besides the concession of it by the Indians,

who are the native proprietors of it. Great Britain has the

right by the first discovery.

This was made by Sebastian Cabot, under the authority

of letters patent from Henry the Vllth, dated 5, 1495.

In the year 1496 he coasted by the shore of the continent so

far, that he had the island of Cuba on his left hand, as is par-

ticularly described in the Decades of the Ocean, written by
Peter Martyr, (a famous Spanish Historian) and dedicated

to the King of Spain, in the year 1516.

This discovery is testified, not only by our own histori-

ans, but likewise by other Spanish writers, as Oviedo, Herre-

ra, and Gomara, and also by Ramusius, Secretary to the

Republic of Venice.

In the year 1516, Henry the Vlllth sent Sebastian Cabot
a second time with Sir Thomas Port, Vice Admiral of Eng-
land to coast the continent and take possession thereof: and
by virtue of this discovery and possession, the Kings of

Endand have from time to time exercised their rio;ht to the

lands, by granting particular portions thereof by fheir letters

patent ; i-^me of which are as follow, viz.

:

June 1 1, 1578, Queen Elizabeth to Sir Humphry Gilbert.

March 25, 1584, Queen Elizabeth to Walter Raleigh,

Esq., who with Sir Francis Drake, in the next year, in time

of war v/ith Spain, drove the Spaniards from Fort St.

John, and the city of Augustine, (where they had lately set-

tled) and thereby maintained the English rights even to Au-
gustine itself.

On the 30th of October, 1629, King Charles the 1st, by
his letters patent to Sir Robert Heath, (then Attorney Gen-
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eral) and to his heirs and assigns, forever granted the rivers

Matheo and Passamagno, and all the lands between the said

rivers, (the first of which is in thirty degrees, and the last in

thirty-six degrees of north latitude) and erected the same
into a province, called Carolina.

On the 24th of March, 1662, King Charles the lid, by
his letters patent to Edward Earl of Clarendon, George
Duke of Albemai'le, William Lord Craven, John Lord
Berkely, Anthony Lord Ashley, Sir George Carteret, Baro-
net, Sir William Berkely, and Sir John Colleton, their heirs

and assigns forever, granted all that territory or tract of land

within his dominions in America, not then cultivated or

planted, extending from the north end of that island called

Lucke Islalid, which lies in the Southern Virginia seas, and
within thirty-six degrees of northern latitude ; and to the

west as far as the South Seas ; and so southerly as far as the

river St. Mathias, which borders upon the coast of Florida,

and within thirty-one degrees of north latitude ; and so west
in a direct line, as far as the South Seas aforesaid ; and
made them the true and absolute lords and proprietors

thereof. And by the said letters patent erected the same
into a province, and called it Carolina.

On the 30th of June, 1665, King Charles the ITd., at the

request of the Lords Proprietors, extended the said pro-

vince to the degree of 29, inclusive, north latitude, from the

degree of 36 and 30 minutes, north latitude, and annexed
and united the said enlarged territory to the said province.

The river Matheo, or St. Mathias, which is part of the

grant of king Charles the 1st, and of the first grant of king

Charles the lid., is the '"same that is now commonly called

St. Juan's, where the two Spanish forts were built which were
taken last year; consequently the Spaniards, so far from hav-

ing a just claim to any part of Georgia, are to be looked on
as encroachers upon the English dominions ; and the spirit of

Great Britain is properly exerted in maintaining her own
rights, and checking their pretensions.

If there are any persons of opinion that Georgia is not

worth the further care of Great Britain, and that no more
supports should be granted for it ; the following short con-
siderations are recommended to them. It is notorious that

* Appendix, No. 9.
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before the commencement of the war, Spain did claim this

province, and that she had made preparations to take it

by force ; and for effectually carrying on her designs, she

endeavored privately to stir up insurrections among the

negroes in South Carolina, and openly granted them protec-

tion. It is likewise well known, that France has a longing

eye on some place on this side of the continent ; that she

has at different times, used all her arts to gain, and power
to destroy those Indians in alliance with us, and who have

been a sort of barrier against them. If therefore Georgia

should be abandoned or neglected, and if either of those na-

tions should become possessed of it, how troublesome, how
dangerous, nay how ruinous must the neighborhood be to

Carolina, and the adjacent setdements? If likewise the In-

dians should think that Great Britain could not, or see that

she would not assert and support her own possessions, how
much more apt would they be to enter into friendship with

those of whom they must have a better opinion? And how
much more disposed, on any provocation, to disturb, insult,

and even ravage our other plantadons ? .

N. B. Since the greatest part of this Inquiry was printed,

an account was received from Georgia on the 1 3th of this

month of December, that some persons, who have been the

chief instruments in working up among the people, a contempt

of the magistracy, a repugnance to any improvements, ap-

prehensions of immediate danger from the Spaniards, and a

general dislike to the colony, have lately gone from thence

;

and that some, who had fled into other provinces, are now
complaining that they find a greater difficulty of subsisting,

than in Georgia, and are repenting, that they had been se-

duced to leave it.

To show still further, that the province is in a better con-

dition than has been represented, extracts of a letter, received

by a private person, Mr. John Lyde, from Mr. Thomas Jones,

a friend of his in Georgia, dated so late as the 18th of last

September, are added in the ^Appendix.

* Appendix, No. 9.
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